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Jon! Mitchell was a vision

Not too long ago Miss
Mitchell, who wrote “The
Ircle Game' and “‘Both Sides

Joni Mitchell: Stiletto hesls
and designer suits.

cent years, Miss Mitchell has
::-n umﬂurin; mew musical

roni
“Pigeonholes all seem

funny to me. I feel like one of
e those 1 uﬂomn.

types
that just keep going for letters
after their Mmg want the
full hyphenate, folk-rock-
country-jazz-classics,” she
uys.

has added lyrics. Because

Mingus died before the album
‘was completed, It s as much a
eulogy as It Is a collaborative
work.

FOR HER Pine Knob ap-
pearance, Miss Mitchell was

her on the “Mingus” album.
Most notable was Weather
Report bass guitarist, Jaco
Pastorius, who has been
working with Miss Mitchell

het for & number of years,

Playing the rich haunting
tones that have become an
Integral part of Miss Mitch-
¢ll's music, Pastorius com-
manded the stage with almost
demonic power. One of the

tten
‘world's finest bass guitarists

he exerts a creative dynamic

over the musicians he plays
with, in much the same way
Mingus did. Perhaps this is
why Miss Mitchell chose him
to play in Mingus' place.

It was once said that when
Mingus thought the band had
become too facile, just swing-

with Ing along, he would destroy

the ambience, pushing the
music Into unexplored areas,
challenging rather than
merely mmrllu the soloist.
Pastorius also uses that tactic.
He Is an acrobat — using his
‘body and the stage as resona-
tors and, at times Saturday
evening, it seemed as though

Joni Mitchell: The once and future singer

However, Miss Mitchell's
volce cut and caressed each
line. Her vocals, stronger and
more versatile than ever, re-
mainedat the helm. Accompa-
nying her with Pastorius were
Don Aliss on percussion, Mi-
chael Brecker on sax, Pat
Metheny on guitar and Lyle
Mays on keyboards.

ALTHOUGH Miss Mitch-
ll stayed close to the present,
laying music mostly from
er 1976 album, “Hejira," the
evening was highlighted by a
few real surprises.
An a capella group, the

Miss Mitchell was struggling * Persuasions, joined Miss

for instrumental 3

Mitchell on stage for a partic-

ularly soulful rendition of
“Shadows and Light.” For her
encore, she en| them to
sing the doo-wap chorus of
Frankle and the Teenagers
rock 'n’ roll anthem, “Why Do
Fools Fall in Love?" She
closed with her own classic,
“Woodstock.” As she drifted
off stage while playing the
last few chords of the song,
she was a chilling reminder of
the Joni Mitehell of the past.
But the tone of the evening —
particularly her Mingus mate-
rial — had already given an
enticing look at the present
and perhaps a glimpse at the

future as well. i
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