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Jimi Hendrixleft the party |nv|u-|mhm Tong ago ulgln.
But maybe it’s all just a purple ha;

Ohwhat
anight!

Jimi and Joni Come Together

Joni Mitchell, in town next Friday to perform with Sixties icon
Bob Dylan, met Jimi Hendrix after he performed in Ottawa
31 years ago. Chris Cobb pieces together the story of that night.
Hendrix, then 25, and 24-year-old Joni partied together after his
concert atamotel in Vanier. They parted the next morning

arch 19, 1968
What a night that was.
Jimi Hendrix arrived in Or
tawa for two sold-out can-
certs at the Capital Theatre and Joni
Mitchell was playing at 'Hibou on
Sussex Drive, They stayed at the
Chiteau Laurier.
Hendrix kept a diary when he was
touring and, although the entries were
often brief, the thoughts were clear,

withakiss. And let's not forget Ji

black hat.

That's a big part of the story too.....

“Beautiful hotel .. Strange people

millions of gl .. And Joni Mitchel,

coincidentally in town the same night,

‘was “a fantastic girl with heaven
rds.”

wor

The diary is part of a Hendrix col-
lection belonging to the Seattle-based
Experience Music Project, whose in-
teractive popular music museum is
sd:edulnd 0 0pen in two years. One

the three musicians.

Hoaites took s o portabl el
to-geel recording equipment wherever
he went. The Experience Music Pro-
ject has more than 200 hours of tape
he recorded on his travels. Some-
where among them is a recording of
Joni Mitchell performing at L'Hibou.

But the Experience Music Project
would be short at least one trademark
Jimi Hendrix hat if it hadn't been for
the O

floor

will hold the largest ot

dilxatfct the world, including

recordings, guitars he played at

ll\e Monterey Bop Festial (0967) and

 (1969), handwritten lyrics
| i dadimicn

“The March 19 diary entry was posn
ed last Sept. 25 on the
sic Project website (Www :xpu
fence.org/vault) and spotted there by
Barbara Wheelock, an encyclopedia
information on the fledgling Ottawa
music scene of the h[el-)ﬁm_‘mz u
perience Music Project apened
ary randomly for a daily website K
ture. It was coincidence
fell open at the Ottawa entry on the
day Wheelock was cruising the site.

Wheelock sent the item to Hmy
Glatt, now president of CHEZ-FM and
promaier o theHendrx Gaptal The
atre concerts back in

e
Woodstock, and Hendrix was a wild,
unorthodox persona at a time when
the youth counterculture was ridding
itself of the social strictures of the
19505 and replacing them with any-
thing that spoke rebellion — often
or all of that unholy trinity of sex,
| drugs and roll.

‘The Capital Theatre, at Bank and
Queen Streets, held 2,300 people. Both
of the Hendrix shows were sold out
and fans pad 50 5 ticke For each
show, fimi got 85,000, which he shared
with his sidemen, o Red:

ing and drummer Mitch Mitchell —
collectively The Jimi Hendrix Experi-

“He had this wide brimmed black, of
antique brown hat,” recalls Glatt. I
think it was during the second show
that he was leaning over into the
crowd and someone grabbed it 1 re-
member it was near the end of the
show. He came off stage and he was
very upset. He wasn't angry but like
any normal person when they are
missing something, he was fretting
and anxious. He really wanted it back.

*Lran out inta the lobby, running
from person to person asking every-

one f they had scen the hat, Someone
shouted it a girl with a yellow rain-
coat. She’s got it l}tpl Tooking and
with the yel-

low rhineoat lessing the theatr. 1
went up to her and said ‘do you have
the hat? She said yes, and I grabbed it
from )!EL Shz rlldn( resist. I took it

and grateful, [ don't have a clue who
the girlin the yellow raincoat was. |

e invited her to lh& party af-
terwards but I'm not sure.”

Hendrix had played two hour-long
shows, following the opening act Soft
Machine, The songs he played — Fire,
Red House, Foxy Lady, Hey Joe, Purple
Haze and Wild Thing — have becams

ics.

k classi

After.
ty. Hendri

hows, and before the par-
arrived at L'Hibou coffee

house.

“He was crouched a the side of the
stage” remembers Glatt. “He was
wearing headphones and adjusting his
tape recorder while he was recording
Jonf's show"

“The party, which raged into the early
hours, was at the Motel Deville in
Vanier, site of anc of the city’s first dis-
cos. Between the invited guests and
hangers-on, there were about 30 peo-
ple there.

Veteran Ottawa_musician Bill
Hawkins was there. He sang one of his
new songs for Hendrix and Mitchell
while the three of them sat cross-

ina corner of the party room.

“It was a song called Scorpio.” re-
members Hawkins, I wrote songs for
every sodiac ign.fim aked me why
and 1 told him it was a good Way

he was really relieved  pick up girls. I was trying wpmmu
Excerpt from Jimi Hendrix diary
MARCH 19 MARCH 20
Arrived in Ottawa. Bﬁlmful ho- We IeR Ottawa City today. 1
tel. Strange people ... Beat kissed Jor phlllh:
dinner. with Joni Mitchell on o awh:le Smpl:ed ‘ata highway
I mean a real

ence. This was a time
shows and even such sars 33 Hendrix
travelled light. Glatt

and light equipment and Hzndnl was
clearly happy with it. Nobody seems
to remember anyone in the Hendrix

mgh:w;m my excellent tape unc]usl llkemlhtmmln Mitch
ler (knock on - and I discuss our plans for movie.
mm ... can't find any Slight disagreement here and
mrythmg’splmw Beautiful there but it will soon be strai ten |
out. Went toa very bad, bad,
first show. Thugs fol In us.
Good on second. Good recording. 'I'hzy probably rass scared, could- |
with my Indi-
an h:\l stach,

ntas th heaven
umd.s. e all mpmyoll
millions of gils. Listen to tape and
smoked up at hotel

i mnus
Mitch withhis iy tal ket and
Noel wi
mdzccem G ml{'ﬂll

to hustle o and had beer rying for
years Tt right che ooked so radiant
d was smiling a lot. She was always
it Foll o hersell bt why not?
“Anyway, Jimi thought this idea of
the songs was really funny and he
laughed out loud when I told him. He
laughed even louder when [told
s workingon o He was itk
tired that night but he said the gig ha
gone well, He was friendly, aﬂurnml
ate and bent over backwards fo be nice
to people. We talked a lot about gui-
tars. And he wasn't at all bent out of
shape that night, which was more than
Lcan say for myselt
Former CHEZ-FM broadcaster Bri-
an Murphy was there too, He remem-
bers Hendrix sitting ona bed playing &
12-string acoustic guitar.
“The party was held between two
g rooms,” says Murphy. “He
was sitting quietly by himselfand 1 re-
member he was playing Hear My
Train A Coming but it’s been a lot of
years so 1 may be wrong, Basically, he
s p]nym(; for himself. He was a qui-

 Elat met Hendrix a e times after
that. “On stage he was wild and crazy
‘with his guitar antics,” said Glatt. “He
layd the guiararound s bk and
Andhe liked to par-
ryznd B e
darnech ther vy serios e
<on. He types of music, es-
pecially jazs,and woud have ke to
evolve more but his managers kept
telling him to stick to what he was do-
ing. It was a source of frustration to
fo 4

Glait understands why Hendrix
would write *strange people” in his di
ary that night.

re wasn't much going on in Ot-
tawa in those days," he said. “It was
just starting to evolve with an early
rock and folk scene. We didn't have
much in the way of restaurants and
people weren't even allowed to stand
up in a bar if they were drinking. The
community was very cloistered and

under exi

Only Joni Mitchell knows what hap-
pened after she and Hendrix left the
party. In the morning, he kissed her

ibye and headed to northern New
York, innzhﬂ cancert, another party
and more girl
A5k heoe the old cliché the retis
history” can never be more appropri-
ate.

Jimi Hendrix would have been 56
years old next month (Nov. 27). He died
in London of an apparent accidental

overdose on Sept. 18,1970, during
histhird.
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