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ENTERTAINMENT C3

Joni Mitchell performance is strong

By NEIL REISNER
Tame Nows stalf

HOLMDEL ~ Joni Mitchell's ca-
recr has been o 13-year odyssey dur-
g which she kas evalved from frail
Hower child 1o pop-rock heroine of
the melanchaly (o jace singer.

Raterday night's performance at
the Gurden State Arts Centor shawed
o matering sriist combining all three

[

Although she sang no pew compo
sbtinms diring the two-bowr show, Mx.
Mitchell dramatically reinterpreted
iy aldor works, while projecting a
Alrang, welf-assared prosenoe in stark
vontrast 1o the sometimes insecure
Joni of the past.

It was @ performasce that sur
veyed ber career and — because she
has not released & new albam sinee
Last your’s "Wild Things Run Fast™

gove strong himls of its present di-
rection, gs she miyves (oward jaze
ok fusion in many of her new ar-
rangemenis

(ome s Joni the folksinger, who
started her careor playing cabareis
wnid eoffen houses and writing self-
confessional songs aboul raim, sun-
Hght, “dark uncertainiy” and “aging
children.” thot she performed on
such dises as “Song 1o a Seagull
“Cloeds,” “Ladies of the Canyom,”

Blue” and “For e Hoses.”

Also disuppearing s the strictly
Jazz"Joni, featured oo the < Minges, ™
album, for which she wrote lyrics 1o
melodies by the labe jaxz artisi
Charles Migigus and on “Shidows and
Light.” which featured live perfor-
mances wilh members of the “Pal
Muotheny Group.”

present sound seems 1o com-
hine these of “Court and Spark,” the

1974 (urning-polni slbam with jass
artld Tom Beoti, whose sp tompo
marked the of ber .
ture from the folk vein. with “He-
Jirw.” the steongly jasz-influeneed
dlise on which she developed ber cur-
ront wlectromically aliered guitar
wound acoompaniod by the meander-
g} s of Jaco Pastoriss, formerly
al "Weather Hepor ™

In what only can be taken as a
statement, Ma. Mitchell did not plek
wp an pecoustic guiter during the
show, sticking to electric guitar and
walo plana but for ane pre-intermis-
sion dulcimer interlude on A Case
of You," off of “Blee.”

Larry Kloin. whom Ms Mitchell
recently married, sccompanied on
bass, Mike Landay played guitar;
Vinny Colabta played drums; and
Hussell Ferrante played kevboards
and symithesizers.

In wnother radical departare for
someone who ks normally hidden
behind one instrument or anather,
she oocasionally pet aside evervithing
bt the microphone and belled oot
salts in g rock vein, especially dur-
Ing  ri-interproted  versions  of
“Raised on Hobbery,” off “Coart and
Spark™ and “You Dream Flat Tires"
fram “Wild Things Hun Fast.”™ And
ihere's nothing folksy about 1 Heard
It through thi Grapevine,” the Mar-
vin Gaye tume, which was her first
arore.

Through mmch of the show, Ms
Mitchell projected the self sufficien:
ey and cortinty of & woman who has
reached 40 and knows she s in her
prime. Her maovements wene sensual
— almest sexual — and she did ot
hesitate 1o come onstage smoking a
clgaretie, a departare from the flow.
wer child of old

Playing silo a1 the plano om “For

Free." the houniing “Courl  and
rk” ballad in which =he contrasts

her Uife with the artiste purity of 4
street-comer muskcian’s, she added
Iyries that tempured ber admiration
with & dose of cynicism ahom the fu-
tility of the man's efforts

Her vobce, which sounded almost
whiskey-laced, shone i new rock-
like arrangements for “Hanguot
and “You Turn Me On, I'm a Hadio
bath from “For the Hoses ~

Othor  highlights of the 23-s0ng
evening mcluded “Big Yellow Tax "
and “Woodstock,” off “Ladsos of the
Canyon”, "Free Man in Paris.” from
“Cioart and Spark”, and "Coyole” and
“Rong For Sharon,” off " Hejire

Wi Mitchell mlso sang many of the
standol tanes from hor last (wo sta-
din albams, “Mingus.” and “Wild
Things Hun Fasi ™

JONI MITCHELL
... three parsonas
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