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Entertainment/Arts

Joni Mitcheill
-

Joni Mitchell's
Mingus tribute
‘lovely, lyrical’

iy JACK GARNER
sannett News Service

Jom Mitchell has lony: ey
wrimented with an original
coneepl — the mergng of
tulk and jazz music strains
wiyeral  of  her  albums
nmt motably  the  live
Miles  of  Awles. " em
ploped jazz session players
0 Eive a contemporary jass
tiavor 1o her folk ballads

This album is a full scale
plunge nto jazz. n the
form of a tribule album te
the late jazz bassist and
amposer Charles Mingus
Ihe album was begun as a
JHaboration — with Mitch
L cementing her lyres o
simjus melodies Bul when
Minjrus died 0 Mexico on
lanuary 5, as the album
cared completion, it be
1w a tribute set

Through jazz purists may
fisapree, | think 1ts loveely
«rical and robust

There are sin extended
s two by Mitchell and
twr by Mitchell and Min
us Interspersed are taped
‘ rsalion in which Min
ws can be heard — includ
AR eeTie segment in
which he lalks about the
wind of funeral he wants o
nave Fortunately, the talk

No FCC flack
for FCC band

iy MARK SCHWED

Linied Press internanonal
NASHVILLE, Tenn —
Mention “FCC™ and  one
‘Hibi: comes o mind — the
tederal  Commumcations
( smmission

That's why music indus
v lawyers advised &
secord  company nol o

Record review

g seements are all quite
shart (none more than min
ute long) and they do give
the album a special quality

Supporting  Mitchell  are
superh  jazz musicians —
Wayne Sharter on soprano
sax Herbie  Hancock  on
clectrie pane  and  Jaco
Pastorius on bass  Pastory
usn fact, 18 the third most
dommant  fo on  this
album  after Mingus and
Mitchell  His umique  elec
Iric hass soars. shithers and
booms majestically through
the procesdings  Pastorius
also contributes @ great
horn  arrangemnts for a
funky romp. “The Dry
Cleaner from Des Moines
Mitchell's lyrics  match
the wit, intelligence  and
verve of Mingus music —
several are influenced by
Mingus autobiography
Beneath the Underdog
Among the  best  songs
tbesides  the  great “Dry
Cleaner’')  are  her own
God Must Be a Boogie
Man.  an incisive attempl
to define Mingus as a per-
son. and “Goodbye Pork
e Hat

The most [lascinating
thing about this unusual
album s Jone Mitchell's
vocals She reveals hersell
to be an excellent jazz
vocalist Her highly dents:
lable voice — as rich. frag-
ile and lovely as fine crys.
tal — becomes a marvelous
instrument to be woven and
wrapped around her lyrics
and Mingus' music  She
soothes and soars and siz
zles
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