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‘Ron Kroese

Joni Mitchell Asylum Records
What will it take to make Joni Mitchell
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meaningful love and self- t

dominates her new album, ““Hejira,’
as it has most of her previous work.

The title, of course, is taken from the
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to Medina — the word has come

_to mean any exodus from a bad situa-

tion. In Mitchell's case, the flight
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strongest songs on

On “Hejira"” Mitchell is stating in
her own extremely personal and poetic
way that perfect love — the ideal —
cannot be, or at least has not been,
found. However, in the spirit of a true
romantic, when she doesn’t succumb to
self-pity and lassitude, she finds
comfort in the only place she can — in
the pursuit of the ideal, in the constant
change and fleeting pleasures of the
road. Despite repeated bouts with
disappointment, the very fact that she
is still searching reveals her ultimate
optimism.

While her dissatisfaction causes her
some pain, the irritation yields pearls
of rarest poetic beauty. She is rock's
finest woman songwriter and perhaps
its finest poet. Mitchell's lyrics, more
than those of any other pop writer, can

stand alone without the music. In fact,
the music seems increasingly less
connected to the often-lengthy and
complex lyrics. That is particularly
true of “‘Hejira," where on most songs
she is backed only by her own electric

ment on most earlier albums.

Unlike most pop artists, Mitchell de-
mands much from her listeners. Her

lyrics must be carefully heard and the
subtleties of music require more than
casual listening if Mitchell Is to weave
her spell. But if you choose to delve into
her, Joni Mitchell offers so much.
Year of the Cat
Al Stewart Janus Records
This one almost got by me. “‘Year of
the Cat" came out a couple months
ago. 1 remember playing it once, not
paying much attention to it and putting
it aside. Then last week | heard the

mysterious and alluring “On the

warm up this winter

with your Glass Door fireplace
screen. Glass door screens ollow
you fo enjoy the atmosphere of an
open fire, plus reducing the heat
loss from your home.

Copyright © 2019 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

Eem



