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Sunday, February 12, 1978

New Joni Mitchell disc continues tradition of obscurity

By RAYMOND LOWERY
AR W

Jomi Mitchell has
changed — has grown, one
might say, as a musical
artist should — but she may
be leaving most of her audi-
ence behund. The ambitiois
Dom Jusn's Reckless

Py

Off the record

Don  Juan's Reckless
Daughter 15 as digressive
— and even more cerebral

tionship. The title tune 15 a
long and dreamy medita-
tion on the subject

music s exquisite in its
opulence, some awlully
tedious

For the most part, the
album's music s a fusion of
folk, rock, jazz and classi-
cal orchestrations. On
some numbers she uses

She has dumped her Elea-
nor Roosevelt, high-regis-
ter soprano and replaced it
with a warm, lower -octave
vaice

It is hard to imagine any
of this music being played
on radio, except by some of

Daughter, 3 two-record - ancobsrure —thanberlast  Gel this murderous de- P iSscneflectsasaway  the more adventuross FM
Elektra-Ayslum  album two rather mystical seript ::t;‘:m. inhes C)punctuating her musing.  programmers, since it is
(BB 7010, indicates she albums, “‘Hejira” and  pallrooms heads of state /

might have reached 5

crossroads in her career
Always more the poet
than conventional folk-rock

lyricist and singer, she gz impaossible task. Other than ’ Al for onl
n Or this invitation to talk a 3 Hot Entrees Y

nonetheless achieved a big Joni Mitche the title song and “Talk to  hit: *Are you really exclu- . ("“'d‘,"_!".h Vegetable:

helping of commereial suc- Me." there are no melodies  sive or just miserly? / You « 10 Salad Beianie 5

cess in the late ‘s with rturesome and percep- as commercially obvious  spend every sentence as if ) Salads

her song “'Clouds™ | retitled in her lyrics, and so i * Hot Rolls & Rutter T

‘Both Sides Now re
corded by evervone irom
Judy Collins 1o Frank Sins
tra

She hasn't had a hit tune
since, and album sales
have slumped here of Late
— the result of increasingly
complex material Yet this
Canadian lady | nee Rober-
ta Joan Andersoni, is so

given to experimentation in
irrangements, a longtime
fan would hate to see her
stuff turn so esoteric only a
tiny cult would buy it. For
more than a decade, she's
been a major performer —
right up there next to Baez
and Collins, and a better,
more prolific  composer
than either of them,

“The Hissing of Summer
Lawna." To try to “follow™
the songs in a customary
Narralive sense s nearly an

as many of those in her last
conventional
Court and Spark.'
Pervasive wistfulness is
the album's mood, but it'sa
tough wistfulness There is
a touch of militant femin-
1sm about the albumn. She's
letting mobody push  her
around Joni's big theme is,
as usual, the transitory na-
ture of any sort of love rela-

album

closer 1o a poetry reading
than music. There is much
meril in the album — beau
ery, onginality —

& Mitchell is g
have to decude one of these
continue o

r audience

In her bed: rented
girls | Always the grand
parades of celluite / Jig-
gling to her golden pools.”

It was marked currency!™

Joni, as is customary,
plays both piano and guitar
herself. But the records
feature more orchestral ar-
rangements  than  usual.
Side 2, “Paprika Plains,”
is a IT-minute piano com-
certo performed with or-
chestra but also
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