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The Taylor-made star who quit 
.IAMES TAYLOR was in London last week, a much bigger star s · 1 R 
than he was as a resident in this country a year ago and a mem- a V I e OW 
ber of the now much-depleted Apple stable at London's Sav-
ile Row. He returned instyle--gavetwogreatshowsat London's _ 
Palladium, and did two TV appearances, including "Top Of • • · -
The Pops" and recorded a Disco 21 Yet he isn't 
really of the disposition to be a big star. He's 
introvert, nervous and shy and that ultra-cool 
impression he gives when he comes on stage is 
just a way of getting over his stage-fright. 

He doesn't really like talk
ing about himself, certainly 
not to reporters, and note
books seem to scare the living 
daylights out of him. 

But when you get to know 
h.im a bit you get through to 
an intensely interesting per
son ... 

Apan from being a fine song
writer, individual performer 
and exceptional guitarist, he's 
going to become a film star, 
which again, doesn't really fit 
his personality somehow. 

He's made a film called "Two 
Lane Black Top" which is a 
sort of "Easy Rider," but not 
quite. In it he drives across 
America-he actually did drive 
across the States for the film! 
-and the story is based on the 
tiredness and fatigue of such a 
ride. -

"I didn't want to be an actor. 
I see my future as a musician, and 
I've never had any training to be 
an actor. I didn't really act in this 
film ; I just acted myself. The 

hardest part was doing a scene 
over and over again and making 
it seem as though it was the first 
time. every time; that's half of 
what film acting i.s about and it's 
very hard. 

"'I quite enjoyed making the 
film but I don'c know whether 
rn do any more. I've been asked 
to do another one-they want to 
make a factual film of .the life of 
Billy the Kid, which •is .interesting 
because bis file was nothing "like 
the Hollywood version. I've read 
the script and it seems to be very 
authentic but I'd 'like lo wait and 
see the rushes of "Two ·Lane Black 
Top' before I decide, and .thar 
won't be until May.0 

If you. are a1ready imagining 
Taylor as the gun-slinging BiJJy 
dressed in black and robbing trains 
and banks, stop. If he does accept 
the offer. he won't even be play
ing the part of The Kid, but that 
of Pat Garrett, the sheriff who 
.. got him in the end.•• 

Right now there are more im
portant things in Taylor's life than 
making films. For one, he wants 
to take a long break ... I've just 
got to take time off because. if I 
don't, · rm just going to dry up. 

JAMES TAYLOR . . . more at home like him/ 

I just want to go on living and 
write about it. If you are just a 

· song-writer you don't have any
thing to write about. 

··1 want to come back to Britain 
in the spring, not to appear any
where, but just to stay for a 
while. I'd really like to go to 
Scotland and get away fTOm every
thing in the Highlands, which I 

hear are very bcautifu1. There's 
also a village near Aberdeen I'd 
Jike to visit as my family comes 
from there originally. 

"And I also want to get to 
Tunisia and Ethiopia if I can find 
the time, because they are really 
interesting places. There are so 
many places I want to visit. It's 
all experience and I have to have 

Rosalind Russell Roy Shipston 
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