
W h at do standardized test scores mean?

Spelling is hard, wrestling is easy and celebrating state championships is a habit for Stoughton.
— State Journal photo by Joseph VV. Jackson III

S ta n d a rd iz e d  te s t  s c o r e s ,  l ik e  
every th ing  from  labor negotia tions to 
soccer, a re  assum ing  an ever g re a te r  
im portance  in the life of the M adison 
Public Schools.

The te s ts  allow the M adison School 
D istrict to com pare  itself against the 
p e r fo rm a n c e  of a n a tio n a l  s tu d e n t  
sam ple. In Madison, the tests a re  given 
to all fifth and eighth g rad ers in read ing  
an d  m a th ,  an d  to  th i r d  g r a d e r s  in 
reading. listening and word analysis.

This y e a r’s test results, re leased  last 
m o n th , show  th a t  o v e ra l l  M a d iso n  
s tu d e n ts  sc o re d  above  th e  n a tio n a l  
average on all seven tests, and that the 
fo u r-year decline  in sco res has been  
arrested .

But while the educators a re  p leased  
w ith  th e  o v e ra ll  p e r fo rm a n c e , th e y  
rem ain  concerned with and puzzled and 
b o th e re d  by th e  sc o re s  re c o rd e d  by 
M adison's eighth graders, pa rticu la rly  
in reading.

In read ing . 32 percent of M adison’s 
2,341 e ig h th  g r a d e r s  s c o re d  below  
av erag e  in the test, while in m ath  24

p e rc e n t  w e re  re c o rd e d  a s  below  
average

F o r fifth  g ra d e rs , 25 p e rc e n t w ere  
reading below average while 24 percent 
were below average in m ath  

The th ird  g rad ers out perform ed both 
the fifth or eighth g raders 

The test resu lts  show a w ide d isparity  
across the city For exam ple, only 17 
pe rcen t of the  M em orial a re a  e ig h th  
g rad ers  scored below average  in read  
in g , w h ile  45 p e rc e n t  w e re  be lo w  
av era g e  in re a d in g  in th e  F.ast a re a  
schools.

To g e t a b e t t e r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  of 
M adison’s testing  p rogram  — and i f s  
m eaning — 'Hie W isconsin S ta te  Jo u rn a l 
sought in terv iew s with sev e ra l school 
adm in istra to rs — Dee H ansen, d irec to r 
of R e se a rc h  an d  d e v e lo p m e n t;  Don 
Hafem an. d irector of F ast a rea  schools. 
Gary W right, d irec to r of M em orial area  
schools; t ’onan E d w a rd s , d i r e c to r  of 
West area  schools, and K enneth Jen sen , 
direc tor of Iiifo llette  area  schools 

They were interviewed by Education  
R eporter R ichard Haws 

Their edited r**sjx>ns**s follow
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Joni M itchell heard 
on both sides now
By David W. Chandler 
Written for the State Journal

Jon i M itchell’s quid pro quo with the  
forces of e lectricity  finally brought her, 
with the “Court and Spark’’ a lbum  and 
the resu ltan t tour (which became' the 
“ M iles Of Aisle's" I i ’), the kind of m ass 
adulation she* both loves and hates

But that was two y ears ago. and her 
c o n c e r t  S u n d a y  n ig h t a t  th e  D an e  
County Coliseum  — although cast in the 
c lo th e s  of h e r  a p p e a r a n c e  h e r e  in  
J a n u a ry  of 1974 and m ore su c c ess fu l 
financially with a sell-out 8.682 devotees 
on hand, was considerably less g lis te n ­
ing.

The* opening tarn ish  was provided bv 
the* IJK Express, which began the show 
w ith  th e ir  c h a ra c te r is tic  s tu d io  jazz . 
T he E x p re ss  has lost ace  h o rn p lay e r  
and a r ra n g e r  Tom  Scott, w hose sty le  
was d e riv a tiv e  (m ostly  from  th e  la te  
King C urtis) but d istinctive , and they 
a re  as technically  com petent but un in ­
sp irin g  as ever — though now thin and 
reedy  ra th e r  than occasionally p ierc ing . 
as when Scott was in charge.

T heir work with Mitchell lacked the 
carefu lly  crafted  fire of the M itchell/ 
S c o tt  c h a r t s ,  a n d  th e y  b la te n t ly  
tram p led  on Love Or M oney,”  " F re e  
Man In P a r is ,"  and the new “ In F ran ce  
They K iss On Main S tre e t."

T h e  c o n tr a s t  is c r i t i c a l ,  b e c a u s e  
M itchell is a singer of words and m ust 
b e  h e a r d  an d  u n d e r s to o d  (o r  
m em orized) to bt* effective.

The problem  is doubled by M itchell’s 
lack  of m u sica l g if ts  — h e r  p itc h  is 
fuzzy, her tone cloudy. her voice — w ith

R e v ie w
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Administrators g ive  opinions

the constant slide into the  head — i r r i ­
tating , and her m elodies and rh y th m s 
largely cut from  the sam e cloth

B ut u n o b s tru c te d  — a s  on ’ ’B ig  
Yellow T ax i."  "R eal Good For F re e .” 
and th e  new "C o y o te”  and  " H a r r y ’s 
H ouse  — C e n te r p i e c e ,"  M i tc h e l l ’s 
ly ric s  sh ine  w ith wit and  u n d e rs ta n d ­
ing "T ax i’' was sharp  and b iting  (and 
not se lf-concerned  as so m uch  of h e r 
w ork  is ) .  " R e a l  G o o d "  c o lo re d  h e r  
c a r e e r  ambivalence, “ C o y o te "  h e r  
ro m a n t ic  d e te r m in a t io n  a n d  f in a l  
vulnerability, and "H arry  's  H ouse" her 
way w ith  c h a r a c te r s  im p r is o n e d  in 
am ber.

O ther solos, however, did not w ork as 
well — th e  new “ S h ad es  of S c a r le t t  
C onquering" and “ W hen F u rry  S ings 
T h e  B lu e s "  w e re  l i t t l e  m o re  th a n  
d ifferen t words to m elod ies and  ly ric  
s itu a tio n s th at have becom e M itche ll 
cliches.

In fact. Mitchell had an a ir  of back ing  
away from  th e  spunky  u n d e rp in n in g  
that m ade her m usic p a la tab le  to p e r­
sons o u ts id e  h e r  cu lt fo llo w in g , and  
po in ting  back  in the  d ire c tio n  of the 
painfully pre-occupied  " B lu e ."  Som e 
kind of continuing grow th is c e rta in ly  
called for, but M itchell will have a hard 
tim e holding attention if she tu rn s  that 
way.

By Richard Haws 
Of The State Journal

Q :  W hat is M ad iso n 's  o v e ra ll s ta n ­
d a r d iz e  test philosophy? Why use them  
at all?

Hansen. T hat poses som ew hat of a 
d ilem m a for us On th e  one h an d , I 
think we use standard ized  tests because 
#we sense that th** com m unity dem ands 
them  But frankly, th ere  a re  o ther kinds 
of testing going on in the d istric t which 
we. as a p rofessional staff, feel m ore 
com fortable with 

Hafeman Standardized tes ts give us 
only a very general overview of w hat’s 
going o .n our school sy s tem  O ther 
tests, which are  bast'd  on different con­
cepts. can give us m ore specific in for­
mation like w here a re  our stren g th s and 
weaknesses 

Hansen; For exam ple, the re su lts  of 
specific tes tin g  in m ath em atics  in the 
fifth  and e ig h th  g ra d e  in E as t H igh 
School area  schools uncovered a w eak­
ness in fractions and division Specific 
s te p s  have now b een  tak e n  to  m ak e  
corrections.

Q  Is th ere  concern  that en tire  schools 
may Im* evaluated  solely on th e ir  p e r ­
form ance on s ta n d a r d iz e  te s ts ’’

Hansen: T here is no doubt that they 
are  What is not recognized in the s ta n ­
dardized test re su lts  is that they reflect 
a lot m ore than  sim ply what the school 
is responsible for U nless som e cautious 
in terp reta tion  of those resu lts  is done. 
we can over-generaltze about them

Q: What a re  som e of the  facto rs a f ­
fecting standard ized  test scores?

Hansen: F a c to rs  w hich can  have an 
im p a c t on t e s t  p e r fo r m a n c e  a r e

m obility (the num ber of stu d en ts  who 
move into and out of a school), cu ltu ral 
b a c k g ro u n d , so c io -ec o n o m ic  g ro u p , 
stab ility  of the fam ily and the type of 
skills the* (Hi pi I com es to school with as 
a k indergartner 

Hafeman The problem  is that all of 
those fac to rs  a re  th en  re la te d  to  low 
scores and that equals being bad T hat 
d o esn ’t m ean  th a t.  T hey  a re  ju s t  in ­
d icators of need For exam ple, we m ay 
have to  spend m ore  tim e  in a school 
when* tes ts  an* low talk ing  about social 
in teraction  sim ply because youngsters 
an* com ing to us with very poor sk ills in 
that area  lf there  s a lot of fighting on 
Hie playground. you’re not going to get 
the basics quite  so soon because other 
things an* getting  in the way Our job ax 
educators is to find (Hit which facto rs 
are academ ically re la ted , and what our 
nile is in m aking m odifications.

Q :  Om* concern of the com m unity  is 
th a t m o re  of th e  o ld e r  s tu d e n ts  a re  
scoring  below average  on the s ta n d a r ­
d ize d  te s ts  th a n  a re  th e  y o u n g e r  
students Why?

Jrnsen: One th ing  not to  forget is that 
th** situation is not unique to Madison It 
is happening acro ss  the country T here  
is so m et I ong  m ore  u n iv ersa l about it 
than sim ply xonx'thm g you can pinpoint 
r ig h t h e re  in a p a r t i c u la r  M ad iso n  
school, or Ila* Madison School D istrict.

Half man One possible reason m ight 
be television. T here  a re  no confirm ed  
studies I know of which clearly indicate 
th at th e  lack  of re a d in g  fo s te red  by 
television is lead ing  to lower read in g  
scores Bul in tuitively I think I see th at, 
and I think our teachers see that. But 
I’m  not su re  So therefore, i t ’s  hard  for

it to serve as a qualifier Another thing 
th a t  we h a v e  d o n e  is o p en  up  th e  
num ber of choices the kids have as they 
go into m iddle and high schools T here 
w ere  tim es  ten  y e a rs  ago when high 
school s tuden ts took four sub jects plus 
physical education But since 1967. with 
th e  m ove to  c o m p re h e n s iv e  h ig h  
schools, we have kids in courses that do 
not n e c e s s a r i ly  s t r e s s  r e a d in g  an d  
m ath , but som e o th e r  k inds of sk ills  
wtiere we don’t really test

Hansen I want to em phasize that we 
are  concerned about so na* of the scores 
w h ich  h av e  e m e rg e d  on th e  e ig h th  
grade level But one of the th ings which 
has gotten lost is the significant m ath  
im p ro v em en t w hich has o c cu rre d  at 
sev era l m id d le  schools, like Schenk . 
S h e rm a n , a n d  M a rq u e t te  M id d le  
Schools

Ha/rman: H ere’s another point Many 
tim e s  the  co m m u n ity  ta k e s  th e  te s t  
score  and m akes the assum ption  that 
the teachers and school a re  not doing 
th** job. That may be a reasonable a s ­
sum ption. but just personally . I have 
n e v e r seen  te a c h e rs  w ork h a rd e r  to  
develop p rogram s which are  m ore sen ­
sitive to kids T eachers are  as puzzled 
as we are  many tim es as to why those 
scores continually conn* out as they do

Edwards: In th e  la s t  few y e a r s .  
M adison  h as  had a s tro n g  in flu x  of 
s tu d e n ts  c o m in g  fro m  a re a s  w h e re  
com m unication sk ills — speak ing  and 
listen ing  — a re  not highly developed. 
M any  of th e s e  s tu d e n ts  a ls o  h a v e  
achievem ent levels considerably below 
those of studen ts who cann* up through 
th** Madison schools I would theorize 
that some of these newer studen ts, not 
having benefited from  earlie r learn ing

program s, are now scoring low on the 
tests and bringing our a v e r a g e  down 

Wright: By the sam e token. I th ink  
w e’re  f in d in g  th a t  th e  r a n g e  in 
achievem ent levels of pup ils e n te rin g  
kindergarten  today is g re a te r  than  ever 
before On th** one hand, we have som e 
stu d en ts  beginning k in d erg a rte n  with 
little  preparation  for school while at the 
sam e  tim e . som e a re  c o m in g  b e tte r  
p repared  than ever before And one of 
the reasons m ay la* television

H a fem a n  S u re . Do k id s  w a tc h  
Sesam e St as a m atte r of a babysitting  
act. or is it a learning experience which 
is adder! to by th** p a ren ts’*

Q: What a lin it expanding th** testing  
jirogram  to the high school level’’

Hansen: I don’t think there  a re  any of 
us here who would be th eo re tica lly  or 
c o n ce p tu a lly  opposed  to  d o in g  h ig h  
school testing  But one of the concerns 
we have is m otivating th** high school 
students to do their best on th** test

Q: Do you ever see a tim e when m ore 
c o m p a ra b le  sc o re s  w ill be  re p o r te d  
across the city?

Edwards: I think that since we have 
no c o n tro l o v e r a c h ild  in h is  m o st 
fruitful y ears — those p rio r to entry into 
school — that I can set* no way but that 
we will continue to have th is  d ifference 
accentuated.

Hansen. But one thing to re m e m b e r is 
that if you look at any sc ImniI in the d is ­
tr ic t. you will find c h ild re n  who a re  
sco rin g  above av erag e ; you w ill find 
gifted children; you will find ch ild ren  
with learning problem s I th ink th e re  s 
a tendency to stereotype schools and say 
this school has all one kind of student 
while that school has all ano ther kind 
T here s variety  in every school.

Bridge to be open during repairs
By Charles Fulkerson  
Of The State Journal

MUSCODA — A p lan  a llo w in g  th e  
Highway 8(1 b ridge ac ro ss  th** Wisconsin 
River to rem ain  open during  extensive 
re  (lairs has I leon approved by the S tate 
Highway C om m ission.

H ighw ay C o m m is s io n e r  R e b e c c a  
Young said  the com m issio n  based its  
decision on public support in the a rea  
for keeping tin* b ridge  open during  the 
repairs.

S ta te  S en  K a t ie  M o rr iso n  (D - 
P la ttev ille) p resen ted  the com m ission  
with a petition signed  by 1,200 persons 
which su p p o rte d  k eep in g  th e  b r id g e  
open, Mrs. Young said . The 1.100-foot

s te e l and  c o n c re te  b r id g e  c o n n e c ts  
Muscoda with R ichland County .

K e ep in g  th e  b r id g e  o p e n  d u r in g  
rep a irs  will extend th** rep a ir  tim e  to 
four to five m onths and during  that tim e 
vehicles la rg e r than  7 feet in width will 
not be a b le  to  u se  th e  b r id g e . M rs. 
Young said.

T he highway com m ission  approved  
one o f th r e e  r e p a i r  a l t e r n a t iv e s  
proposed by th e  S ta te  Dept, of T ra n s ­
portation. Lee Schneider, d is tric t h igh­
way eng ineer, had recom m ended  that 
th** bridge tx* com pletely closed for the 
first 30 days of repairs.

S c h n e id e r  s a id  th a t  a f te r  30 d a y s  
traffic  of all w idths could have used the 
bridge and total rep a ir tim e would have

been about th ree  m onths 
" I t  w ould cost a hell of a lot le s s  

m oney , ab o u t 20 p e rc e n t l e s s "  th a n  
keeping the bridge open during  rep a irs , 
he said.

Asked how m uch the c o m m issio n ’s 
repair p lan could cost, Schneider sa id  
the  p rice  "a p p ro ac h es  $200,000." The 
job  has not been pu t out to  b id  y e t. 
Schneider said he 'd  like to see work 
begin in Ju n e  

Semi-trac to r tra ile r  tru ck s will not be 
able to us** the  b ridge  du ring  rep a irs , 
Schneider said.

" I  think no m atte r how i f s  done, i f s  
going to tx* a little  pain fu l.”  M uscoda 
Village lY esident B. J . Scwingle said. 

Schwingle said th** Village Board and

most of the com m unity had supported  a 
plan allowing th** bridge to rem ain  open 
during  repairs

Schwingle supported the plan favored 
by Schneider. He said school buses will 
not be  ab le  to  get a c ro s s  th e  b r id g e  
d u r in g  r e p a i r s ,  a n d  th e y  u se  it 
frequently.

School Supt TI lo m as F’a tte rso n  could 
not tx* reached  Saturday n igh t to say 
wtiat a lternatives the school sy s tem  has 
to  t r a n s p o r t  s tu d e n ts  d u r in g  th e  
repairs.

In a related developm ent, Schwingle 
said the Richland County Board had 
passed a resolu tion  favoring  m in im al 
re (lairs on th** existing b ridge and con­
struction  of an entirely new bridge.

Stoughton cheers a very pleasant habit

W o m an  robbed  
by purse snatcher

A p u rse  sn a tc h e r  took an  u n d e te r ­
m ined am ount of cash from  a 59-year- 
old woman at a bus stop at B rearly  and 
Johnson Sts. about 9:15 p.m . Sunday .

W itn esses sa id  the m an  f irs t  a c te d  
like he was waiting for a bus and then 
g rabbed  the wom an’s purse  and ran  in 
the  d irec tio n  of E. Dayton St. P o lice  
w ere looking for a w hite m ale  in h is 
early  20s, about 5-foot 9 inches ta ll, with 
blond h a ir  and w earing  a g rey  p a rk a  
and jeans.

Aid urged to end 
tobacco farm ing

M IL W A U K E E  (U P I)  -  H o w ard  
T e m in , 41, U n iv e rs ity  of W isco n s in - 
M adison cancer resea rch er who won the 
N obel P r iz e  in 1975 for re s e a rc h  into 
p o s s ib le  l in k s  b e tw ee n  v i r u s e s  an d  
c a n c e r , sa y s  th e  g o v e rn m e n t sho u ld  
develop a p rogram  to help fa rm e rs  who 
stop harvesting  tobacco.

T em in , who said  about one-th ird  of 
m ale  c an c e r d ea th s a re  th e  re su lt of 
lung cancer, said the governm ent ought 
to consider giving subsidies to tobacco 
fa rm e rs  o r o ther form s of help  to e n ­
courage them  to stop harvesting  a crop 
re sp o n s ib le  for th o u sa n d s  of c a n c e r  
deaths every year.

T em in  was in M ilwaukee to  rece iv e  
th e  F o u n d e r s  Day A w ard  a n n u a l ly  
p resen ted  by the U niversity of W iscon­
sin Alum ni (Tub of M ilwaukee.

P e d e s tr ia n  d e a th s
F e w e r p e d e s tr ia n s  w e re  k i lle d  in 

W isconsin last year than  in any of the 
previous IO years, accord ing  to M otor 
Vehicle Division figures.

Jo h n  Radcliffe, highway safety co o r­
d in a to r, sa id  127 p e d e s tr ia n s  d ied  in 
1975.

He said 73 of the deaths o ccurred  on 
, <rban roads. 54 on ju ra l.

By Steven T. Lovejoy 
Of The State Journal

STOUGHTON -  "W ell, t h a t ’s it. I 
guess."

F o r  Andy R ein . Ins te a m m a te s  on 
S to u g h to n ’s rep ea t s ta te  h ig h  school 
w restling  cham pionship  team , and  for 
most of the city, " it ” was the end  of a 
very long year.

W hile tile cheers w ere th ere  and the 
p raise  flowed freely, the  frenzy of th** 
tournam ent finals was rep laced  Sunday 
with a friendly sense of fu lfillm ent —• 
and m aybe just a little  relief

A fte r.a  full year of being  th e  No. I

rankt*d team  in the  sta te , the p ressu re  
finally lifted Sunday when Coach V ern 
P ie p e r  tu r n e d  o v e r  a s h in in g  new 
tro p h y  to  S to u g h to n  H igh  A th le t ic  
D ire c to r  B ill K o e n ig  in  w e lc o m in g  
c e re m o n ie s  in th e  h ig h  school a u d i­
torium .

P ieper, now a full-blown local legend 
c o u r te sy  o f a sc h o o l  P ie p e r - P o w e r  
chan t, sa id  the  p re ssu re  of the No I 
rank ing  w a sn ’t u n ex p ec ted  a f te r  la s t 
y ear's  cham pionsh ip  — “ you know how 
nervous we get alxiut these  th in g s ."

" I t  s so m e tim e s  tough  to keep  th e  
k ids as loose a s  you l ik e ,"  he s a id ,  
smiling.

A gracious w inner. P iep er had high 
praise for the M ineral Point w restlers 
who finished in second place, two points 
behind Stoughton.

" T h e y  (M in e ra l  P o in t)  ju s t  d o n 't  
know when to give up — they just keep 
going," P ieper said. "T h ey TI probably 
tx* ra ted  No I next year ”

H a n d in g  M in e ra l  P o in t  th a t  
com plim ent, p resum ab ly  along w ith the 
p r e s s u r e .  P i e p e r  a lso  p ro m is e d  
Stoughton would " s ta r t  pecking away at 
them ."

But with two stra igh t troph ies in hand 
and stat#  cham pionsh ips in four of the

las t n ine  y e a rs , it d o e sn ’t look as if 
Stoughton will vo lun tarily  g ive up its  
winning ways

"T his is getting to  lx* a habit, a won­
derfu l h a b it ,”  D oug S to ck slad  of th e  
S to u g h to n  C h a m b e r  of C o m m e rc e  
crowed to the* packed auditorium . "W e 
should ju st tape* record  th is and play it 
back next y e a r.”

W re s tlin g  a n n o u n c e r  L arry  L ynch  
echoed the sentim ent “ W e’re  going to 
lx* stay ing there  (on top) so you m ight 
as well ej*t used to the idea .”

Speak4 ig for the loyal-but-v anguished

o p p o s itio n . Sun  P r a i r i e  c o a c h  Bob 
Downing " th rea ten e d "  to take his team  
to an  e a s ie r  c o n fe re n ce  like  th e  Big 
E ight if his second p lace  co n feren ce  
finishers don’t win in 1977

F o r  Andy R e in . w ho c lin c h e d  h is 
second in d iv id u a l c h am p io n sh ip , and 
most of the rest of the* senior-dom inated  
team , the p ressu re  is off T heir job is 
done

F or Stoughton th ere  is alw ays next 
year. but for now all that rem ain s is to 
paint a '76 on the end of the sign  leading 
into the city that p rocla im s the home of 
the s ta te d  finest w restling  team .
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