What do standardized

andardized test Core like

ervthing from labor negotiations to
OCCer, are assuming

the life

an evern
of the

greater
importance in Madison
Public

'he allow the Madison School

District to compare itself against the

Schools

{ests

performance of a national student
sample. In Madison, the tests are given
to all fifth and eighth graders in reading
and math
reading, listening and word analysis

This vear's test results
month

and to third graders in

released last
show that overall Madison
students scored above the national
and that the

decline in scores has been

average on all seven tests
four-vear

arrested

Jut while the educators are pleased
with the overall performance, they
remain concerned with and puzzled and
bothered by the scores recorded by
Madison’s eighth graders, particularly

in reading

In reading, 32 percent of Madison's
}41 eighth graders scored below
average in the test, while in math 24

percent were recorded \ b
average
For fifth graders, 25 percent

reading below average while

Were
24 percent
were below average in mat}

The third graders out-performed both
the fifth or eighth graders

The test results show a wide disparity
across the city only 17
percent of the Memorial area ei

graders scored below

For ¢ ’\,Hr\;lh

ht}

wverage in read

ing. while 45 percent were below
average in reading in the East area
schools

To get a better understandir
Madison's testing progran and it

meaning — The Wisconsin State Journal
sought interviews with several s
administrators Hansen. director
of Research and development: Do

Hafeman. director of East area schools
Gary Wright, director of Memorial area
schools; Conan Edwards

hoe

L

director of

West area schools; and Kenneth Jenser
director of Lafollette area schools

They were interviewed by Education
Reporter Richard Haws

Their

edited responses follow
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Joni Mitchell hear
on both sides now

By David W. Chandler
Written for the State Journal

Joni Mitchell's quid pro quo with the
forces of electricity finally brought her,
with the “Court and Spark™ album and
the resultant tour (which became the

Miles Of Aisles’’ LP), the kind of mass
adulation she both loves and hates

But that was two vears ago, and her
concert Sunday night at the Dane
County Coliseum — although cast in the
clothes of her appearance here in
January of 1974 and more successful
financially with a sell-out 8 682 devotees
on hand, was considerably less glisten-
ing

The opening tarnish was provided by
the LA Express, which began the show
with their characteristic studio jazz
The Express has lost ace hornplayer
and arranger Tom Scott, whose style
was derivative (mostly from the late
King Curtis) but distinctive, and they
are as technically competent but unin-
spiring as ever — though now thin and
reedy rather than occasionally piercing
as when Scott was in charge

Their work with Mitchell lacked the
carefully crafted fire of the Mitchell/
Scott charts, and they blatently
trampled on “‘Love Or Money,” “‘Free
Man In Paris,” and the new “‘In France
They Kiss On Main Street.”

The contrast is critical, because
Mitchell is a singer of words and must
be heard and understood (or
memorized) to be effective

The problem is doubled by Mitchell’s
lack of musical gifts — her pitch is
fuzzy, her tone cloudy, her voice — with

Woman robbed
by purse snatcher

A purse snatcher took an undeter-
mined amount of cash from a 59-year-
old woman at a bus stop at Brearly and
Johnson Sts. about 9:15 p.m. Sunday

Witnesses said the man first acted
like he was waiting for a bus and then
grabbed the woman's purse and ran in
the direction of E. Dayton St. Police
were looking for a white male in his
early 20s, about 5-foot 9 inches tall, with
blond hair and wearing a grey parka
and jeans.

Aid urged to end
tobacco farming

MILWAUKEE (UPI) — Howard
Temin, 41, University of Wisconsin-
Madison cancer researcher who won the
Nobel Prize in 1975 for research into
possible links between viruses and
cancer, says the government should
develop a program to help farmers who
stop harvesting tobacco

Temin, who said about one-third of
male cancer deaths are the result of
lung cancer, said the government ought
to consider giving subsidies to tobacco
farmers or other forms of help to en-
courage them to stop harvesting a crop
responsible for thousands of cancer
deaths every year

Temin was in Milwaukee to receive
the Founders Day Award annually
presented by the University of Wiscon-
sin Alumni Club of Milwaukee

Pedestrian deaths

Fewer pedestrians were Kkilled in
Wisconsin last year than in any of the
previous 10 years, according to Motor
Vehicle Division figures

John Radcliffe, highway safety coor
dinator, said 127 pedestrians died in
1975

He said 73 of the deaths occurred on
wrban roads, 54 on gural

Review

the constant slide into the head irri
tating, and her melodies and rhythms
largely cut from the same cloth

But unobstructed as on Big
Yellow Taxi Real Good For Free
and the new “‘Coyote’” and “"Harry's

House — Centerpiece Mitchell's
lyrics shine with wit and understand
ing. “‘Taxi”’ was sharp and biting (and
not self-concerned as so much of her
work 1s), ‘‘Real Good'' colored her
career ambivalence Covote'' her
romantic determination and final
vulnerability, and ‘‘Harry's House'' her
way with characters imprisoned in
amber

Other solos, however, did not work as
well — the new ‘‘Shades of Scarlett
Conquering’’ and “When Furry Sings
The Blues'' were little more than
different words to melodies and lyric
situations that have become Mitchell
cliches

In fact, Mitchell had an air of backing
away from the spunky underpinning
that made her music palatable to per-
sons outside her cult following, and
pointing back in the direction of the
painfully pre-occupied “'Blue.”” Some
Kind of continuing growth is certainly
called for, but Mitchell will have a hard
time holding attention if she turns that
way
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est scores mean?

Don Hafeman

Administrators give opinions

By Richard Haws
Of The State Journal

Q: What

A1 "
viadison’s overall

stan

dardized test philosophy? Why use ther
il a

Hansen: That poses somewhat of a

filemma for us. On the one hand. 1

standardized tests because

Jve sense that the community demands
them. But frankly. there are other kinds
f testing going on in the district which
we, as a professi staff. feel more

omfortable witl
Hafeman: Standardized tests give us
oniy

a very general overview of what's

Other
ire based on different con

going « n our school system

tests. which

Cepls, can give us more 4,-;”,‘ infor

mation like where are our strengths and

weaknesses

Hansen: For example, the results of
specific testing in mathematics in the
fifth grade in East High
School area schools uncovered a weak

and eighth
ness in fractions and division. Specific
steps have now been taken to make

corrections

Q: I

may be evaluated solely on their per

there concern that entire schools

formanct
Hansen 1S no doubt that they
¢. What is not recognized in the stan

on standardized tests”?
There

ar

dardized test results is that they reflect

a lot more than simply what the school

is responsible for. Unless some cautious

interpretation of those results is done

we can over-generalize about then

Q: What are some of the factors af
fecting standardized test scores
Hansen: Factors which can have an

impact on test performance are

mobilit the

f students who
move into and out of a school). cultural
background, socio-economic group
stahility of the family and the type of
skills the pupil comes to scl with as

a kKindergartner
Hafeman

factors are

e problem is that all of

those then related to

low
That

just in

scores and that equals being bad

doesn’'t

mean that. They are

dicators of need. For example, we

0 S nd maore

may

in a school

have fime

where tests are low talking about social

interaction simply because

voungsters
are coming to us with very poor skills in
that area. If there's a lot of fighting on
the playground not going to get

the basics quite so soon because other

VOU 1t
things are getting in the way. Our job as
educators i1s to find out which factors
are academically related, and what our

role is in making modifications
Q: One concern of the community is
that more of the older students are

scoring below average on the standar
dized are the
students. Why

Jensen: One thing not to forget is that
the situation is not unique to Madison. It
is happening ac There
universal about it

tests than

younger

ross the country
1S somet ore
than simply something you can pinpoint
right here in a particular Madison
or the Madison School District
Hafeman: One possible reason might
bhe television

G hutu

T'here are no confirmed
studies | know of which clearly indicate
that the lack of reading fostered by
television is leading to lower reading
3ut intuitively 1 think | see that
and 1 think our teachers see that. But

S0 therefore, it's hard for

SCOres

I'm not sure

| Serve as a qualifie \nothe

that we have done pe i he
number of choices the Kids have as the
go into middle and hig! hools. There
were times ten vears ago when | !
school students took four subjects plu
physical education. But since 1967, wit}
the move to comprehensive | |
schools, we have Kids in courses that d
not necessarily stress "A‘if".’ arl
math, but some other Kinds of skill

where we don't really test

Hansen: | want to emphasize that we
are concerned about some of the score
which have the eig
But one of the things whicl
has gotten lost is the significant math
improvement which has occurred at
several middle schools, like Schenk
Sherman, and Marquette Middle
Schools

Hafeman: Here's another point. Many
times the community takes the
score and makes the assumption that
the teachers and school are not doing
the job. That may be a reasonable as
sumption, but just personally, I have
never seen teachers work harder to
develop programs which are more sen
sitive to kids. Teachers are as puzzled
as we are many times as to why those

emerged on hth

grade level

test

scores continually come out as they do

Edwards: In the few
Madison has had a strong influx of

fast vears
students coming from areas where
communication skills — speaking and
listening —
Many of
achievement levels considerably below
those of students who came up through
the Madison schools. 1 would theorize
that some of these newer students, not
having benefited from earlier learning

are not highly developed

these students also have

progran A ! w on the
tests and bringing our averages dowr
Wright: By the same token, I think
we're find hat the ra r
hieverms ¢ DuD
Kindergarter wla eater tha
wio {(mnt} A {
stude beging e 1 itk
ttle preparation for ! vhile at the
same tin me are yelte
prepared than ever before And one of
the reasons may e ek
Hafeman: Sure. Do Kkids watcl
Sesame St. as a matter of a babvsitting
act, or 1s ng experience which

is added to by the parents

Q: What about expanding the testing
program to the high school level?

Hansen: | don’t think there are any of
us here who would be theoretically or
conceptually opposed to doing high
school testing. But one of the concerns
we have is motivating the high school

students to do their best on the test

Q: Do you ever see a time when more
comparable scores will be reported
across the city

Edwards: | think that since we have
no control over a child in his most
fruitful years - those prior to entry into
school — that | can see no way but that
we will continue to have this difference
accentuated

Hansen: But one thing to remember is
that if you look at any school in the dis-
trict, you will find children who are
scoring above average. vou will find
gifted children u will find children
with learning problems. [ think there's
a tendency to stereotype schools and say
this school has all one kKind of student
while that school has all another kind
There's variety in every school

Bridge to be open during repairs

By Charles Fulkerson
Of The State Journal

MUSCODA A plan allowing the
Highway 80 bridge across the Wisconsin
River to remain open during extensive
repairs has been approved by the State
Highway Commission

Highway
Young
decision on public support in the area
for keeping the bridge open during the
repairs

State Katie Morrison (D
Platteville) presented the commission
with a petition signed by 1,200 persons
which supported keeping the bridge
Mrs. Young said. The 1,100-foot

Rebecca
commission based its

Commissioner

said the

aen

open

*

steel and concrete bridge connects
Muscoda with Richland County

Keeping the bridge open during
repairs will extend the repair time to
four to five months and during that time
vehicles larger than 7 feet in width will
not be able to use the bridge, Mrs
Young said

The highway commission approved
one of three repair alternatives
proposed by the State Dept. of Trans-
portation. Lee Schneider, district high-
way engineer, had recommended that
the bridge be completely closed for the
first 30 .L‘_\\ of repairs

Schneider said that after 30 days
traffic of all widths could have used the
bridge and total repair time would have

been about three months

‘It would cost a hell of a lot less
money, about 20 percent less’’ than
keeping the bridge open during repairs
he said

Asked how much the commission’s
repair plan could cost, Schneider said
the price “‘approaches $200,000."" The
job has not been put out to bid yet
Schneider said he'd like to see work
begin in June

Semi-tractor trailer trucks will not be
able to use the bridge during repairs,
Schneider said

“I think no matter how it's done, it's
going to be a little painful,”” Muscoda
Village President B. J. Scwingle said

Schwingle said the Village Board and

most of the community had supported a
plan allowing the bridge to remain open
during repairs

Schwingle supported the plan favored
by Schneider. He said school buses will
not be able to get across the bridge
during repairs, and they use it
frequently

School Supt. Thomas Patterson could
not be reached Saturday night to say
what alternatives the school system has
to transport students during the
repairs

In a related development, Schwingle
said the Richland County Board had

passed a resolution favoring minimal
repairs on the existing bridge and con
struction of an entirely new bridge

estling is easy and celebrating state championships is a habit for Stoughton.

State Journal photo by Joseph W

Jackson

Stoughton cheers a very pleasant habit

By Steven T. Lovejoy
Of The State Journal

STOUGHTON
guess.’”’

For Andy Rein, his teammates on
Stoughton’s repeat state high school
wrestling championship team, and for
most of the city, “it"" was the end of a
very iong year

While the cheers were there and the
praise flowed freely, the frenzy of the
tournament finals was replaced Sunday
with a friendly sense of fuifillment
and maybe just a little relief

,\Hvrq.l full year of being the No. 1

“Well, that's it, |

ranked team in the state, the pressure
finally lifted Sunday when Coach Vern
Pieper turned over a shining new
trophy to Stoughton High Athletic
Director Bill Koenig in welcoming
ceremonies in the high school audi
torium
Pieper, now a full-blown local legend
courtesy of a school Pieper-Power
chant, said the pressure of the No. 1
ranking wasn't unexpected after last
vear's championship — “you know how
nervous we get about these things.”
It's sometimes tough to keep the
Kids as loose as vou like,"
smiling

he said,

A gracious winner, Pieper had high
praise for the Mineral Point wrestlers
who finished in second place, two points
behind Stoughton

'hey (Mineral Point) just don't
Know when to give up — they just kKeep
going.” Pieper said I'hey'll probably

be rated No. 1 next year."

Handing Mineral Point that
compliment, presumably along with the
pressure, Pieper also promised
Stoughton would *‘start pecking away at
them

But with two straight trophies in hand
and statg championships in four of the

look as if
Stoughton will voluntarily give up s
WINNNgE ways

last nine vears, it doesn’t

This is getting to be a habit
derful habit,”’ Doug Stockstad of the
Stoughton Chamber of Commerce
crowed to the packed auditorium. “We
should just tape record this and play it
back next year.’

a won

Wrestling announcer Larry Lynch
echoed the sentiment: “We're going to
be staying there (on top) so vou might
as well get used to the idea’

Speakgig for the loyal-but-vanquished
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oppositiol Sun Prairie vach Bob
Downing “"threatened ™ to take his tean

in easiel e liKke e Big
Eight if his s 1 place nterence
finishers don't w 14

For Andy Rein, who clinched his
second individual char onsnip and
most of the rest of the 1or-dominated
team, the pressure 18 off. Their job is
A\U[h‘

For Stoughton there is always next
vear, but for now all that remains is to
paint a '76 on the end of t}

he sign leading
ms the home of

the state finest wrestling team

into the city that proclai
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