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a generation in the “Wood-
stock” anthem, is now 39
years old and back on the
road.

She was in Tokyo last week for

sang
along (“We were told they would
clap politely™). She was fighting
off a bout of bronchitis and char-
acteristically about

music might
.. .butI can spend more time
painting. Look at Picasso: he was
attractive to old age. I would
have paid to see him!"

Ms Mitchell has returned to
the rock beat after several years
of delving into modern jazz.
“There is a lot more exciting me
in music at this time, more so-
phisticated chords: I really like
the rhythm section of the Police,
that clarity and simplicity, and
Steely Dan.”

She said the jazz phase was
educational, an adventure in the
classical idiom of American
music, “but I didn’t want to be-
come the curator of a tradition I
didn't naturally inherit”.

As the rhythms of her music
have settled back into a rock
backbeat, the lyrics have also be-
come simpler.

Back on the road

wit, talent, be smart
and cool, but you're nothing if
you don't have love.”

was to be the last album and she
was to concentrate on art. Now,
despite having returned to music
full-time, she is preparing for an
exhibition of her work.

“I've been in a few group
shows, but I'm not looking for
any remuneration from it. It's a
nice hobby, but I'm reluctant to
open it to any kind of career, as
the art world is a highly elabo-
rate, constituted game where
‘women have to be twice as good
as men. Crossing over from an-
other profession is an added
strike against you too."

She thinks female musicians
have an easier time of it. “There
is a kind of cyclical equal oppor-
tunity in the music business. Now
there are more women's voices
on the radio, that's the sound of
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that's good too...

“It's a fine line there. Often
with the most beautiful things,
you dom't know what you've
done, You'll play the guitar and
make a mistake and it's magic.”

A lot of this hybrid influence
springs from the United States,
where she has buried herself in
black musical culture and ab-
sorbed

of cultures, energy and
mentation” she finds there, She
Canada.

originally came from k
Joni Mitchell will play at the
Palais on Wednesday 16 March
and Thursday 17 March, and at
the Melbourne Concert Hall on
Monday 21 March.
Tickets are available through

BASS.
— STEPHANIE BUNBURY
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