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Coffee House

By PETER WARREN
(Herald Staff Writer)

Calgary’s newest addition
to the world of coffee-and-
ethnic-music is in operation
to promote Canadion talent
—and make dollars.

The Folk and Blués Club,
1106 6th St SW., offers a
fair sprinkling of talent
through most evenings’ per-
formaonces—and, as fore-
cost, it will probably make
dollars

Man behind the main-floor cor-
ner-of-the-block hideaway is Al
Cook. Bill Bogart is program
director.

In a matter of a few weeks,
more than 800 Calgarians—rang-
ing in age from 12 to 65 — have
paid the $1 fee to become club
members and part of the buy-
a-coffee-and-absorb crowd.

Statistically, the club has a
firm. steady hold in the start-
ing blocks:

More than 8M members:
open four nights a week; aver-
age of four or five acts per
night; reasonable food, soft
drink and coffee prices.

To make the scene, you pre-
sent yourself — Friday, Satur-
day or Sunday evenings around
9 p.m. — at the advertised *‘gol-
den corner of folk music™. . .
vou pav $1 membership and $§1
per night thereafter.

BILL BOGART

. "talent here’

The much-publicized talent
ranges from charming folk-song
student Joni Anderson, through
the youthful Barons Three, Bo-
gart himself, half a dozen Al-
herta groups and soloists, travel-
ling artists. . .

. . .To several onechord gui-
tar strummers, who crack a
couple of jokes, sing Blowin' In
The Wind, and consider them-
selves folk-song artists.

But Bogart and Cook explain:

“It’s not all good . . . we've got
a long way to go.”

Bogart says many coffee
houses in Western Canada now
operate on a wrestling-style cir-
cuit with artists working a week
per city from  Vancouver
through Winnipeg.

“We’re not at that stage yet,"
says Bogart, “because we are
starting to book some of the
better performers without using
this circuit."”

the 4

One night a week, the club
offers “blue grass music” with
one or two likeable cowboy
songsters.

The coffee is good, sandwiches
and other snack-stvle refresh -
ments are fresh. The club itself
is clean and ready to expaod
with plans for a small chess,
library and-or poetry room.

Sunday night is hootenanny
night, when all join in with es-
tablished “folk favorites."

At the current time, The Folk

and Blues Club seats up to 200.

It provides a satisfying evep-
ing's entertainment,
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