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David Crosby on Neil
Young, former girlfriend
Joni Mitchell and the

lessons of age

The American folk-rock legend discusses
the Sixties and his former bandmates

Will Hodgkinson

October 13 2018, 12:0lam, The Times
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David Crosby: “The egos and competitiveness take over”
ANNA WEBBER



With his tflowing white hair and walrus
moustache David Crosby looks like the
archetypal ageing hippy, which isn’t really
surprising. Crosby was a founder member
of folk-rock pioneers the Byrds, he played
Woodstock with Crosby, Stills, Nash &
Young, and he epitomised the death of
baby-boomer idealism as his life slipped
out of control 1n the 1980s: drugs, arrests,
jail. He also, as I’'m quick to find out when I
meet him before a rare UK solo show, has
an unguarded and rebellious spirit that 1s
far removed from today’s media-trained
pop stars. It makes him a joy to talk to.

“The last few years of CSN were not happy,”
sighs Crosby from a sofa in a tiny dressing
room above Shepherd’s Bush Empire in
west London, putting to rest rumours that
relations between those harmony-rich stars



were not always harmonious. “We started
out liking each other and we did some great
work, but 1t devolved to the point of
turning on the smoke machine and playing
the hits. You fall out of love, you gain
irritations, the egos and competitiveness
take over. It happens with every band.”

Crosby, second from right, with John Sebastian, Graham Nash,
Joni Mitchell and Stephen Stills in 969
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The tamously mercurial Neil Young, who
tormented Crosby, Stills & Nash by joining
and leaving them seemingly on a whim, 1s a
particular bugbear. “I like Neil’s art and I
love him for pushing the envelope, but
dealing with him is difficult. He’s autocratic
and right now he has the power. It CSNY
played a 20,000-seater stadium, Neil will
have got 10,000 people 1n there, so 1t 1s his
call if we do 1t or not. I shot my mouth ott
labout Young leaving Pegi, his wife of 37
years, for Daryl Hannah] and I don’t think
he’ll forgive me tfor that. It’s a shame
because he’s a great writer, although name
me a Neill Young song from the last five
years that you like. He’s right about
Monsanto [in 2015 Young made a protest
album about the GM giant called The
Monsanto Yearsl; 1t’s just dumb music.”



Crosby also doesn’t think Stephen Stills 1s
up to the job. “Did you see him with Judy
Collins recently? Oh, man. Pitch is a
feedback mechanism. You have to be able
to hear to control pitch, and he can’t hear.
[t’s because he and Nell turned the amps up
to 11, but Stephen did 1t worse and his
hearing 1s shot. Graham Nash and I sound
great together, but 1t’s not enough for three-
part harmonies.”

Not that Nash 1s spared the wrath of Croz.
“His last album ... Who gives a shit?” he
says of his former bandmate’s 2016 solo
work, This Path Tonight. “Nowhere near
what he’s capable of. Truth is, I don’t have a
bad feeling about those guys. I just can’t be
in their psychodrama right now.”



Crosby 1sn’t the easiest person to deal with
himselt, surely. “Hey, I let them down
horribly. I became a junkie and ruined our
scene. But we’ve all been mean to each
other. Nell left tours with Stephen midway
through. Nash attacked me on stage in
Norway during our last tour. He’s mad at
me because he can’t get Neil back and be a
star again and he blames me for that. I
would love to do CSNY, I would work with
those guys in a heartbeat, but I'm 77. I'm
diabetic. I've got eight stents in my heart.
've had two heart attacks. If I'm here in
five years’ time, 1t will be a miracle. I can’t
wait around.”

Paradoxically, Crosby 1s experiencing a late-
career bloom that has surprised even him.
Within four years he has made four solo
albums, the latest of which 1s Here If You
Listen, a Jazz-tinged reverie filled with
gorgeous four-part harmonies and wise
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