the time,” Mitchell said. 'They wouldn't have
said it if it had been written by a man.' The
song is propelled by the explosive fretless
bass of Mitchell newcomer Jaca Pastorius,
a flamboyant jazz-rock legend whose life
ended tragically with a drug overdose

in 1987. ‘He was the bass player of my
dreams,’ Mitchell said. ‘| can't imagine
Hejira without him."

DON'T INTERRUPT
THE SORROW

From the 1975 Relling Stone review: “In
‘Don't Interrupt the Sorrow,” a poem of
almost impenetrable mystery, she [Joni]
voices the core of her vision. Among other
things, the song parallels modern forms
of female subjugation with both Christian
and African mythology in imagery that is
disjunctive and telegraphic:

He says 'Your notches liberation doll’

And he chains me with that serpent

To that Ethiopian wall

Winds of change patriarchs

Snug in your bible belt dreams.”

DOWN TO YOU

From Paste Magazine, 2017:

“With spiraling, interwoven orchestration,
Court and Spark's ‘Down To You' rightly
won a GRAMMY® for Best Arrangement
Accompanying a Vocalist in 1974, With
Mitchell’s quintessentially raw self-
awareness, the lyrics almost certainly seem
to be a reflection on her own character and

the thrill she finds in new lovers. But, like
the true poet she is, she never explicitly
states to whom she's speaking, which allows
listeners to insert themselves and their
imaginations into the song.”

DREAMLAND

From the 1975, Village Voice review:

“In ‘Dreamland,’ Airto's drum becomes
the beat of a pep rally where the chant
is a jingly montage of racist images and
quasi-ads, and the result is Mitchell's
greatest third-person song: a frightening,
funny parody of how television and
advertising corrupt ideas by turning them
into commercial products with a putative
erotic value. This is stuff Mitchell knows
to her bones. Sexual corruption may be
the metaphor for material corruption, and
Mmitchell makes the most of it, warping
every syllable into a hooker's come-

on, obviously enthralled by the rotten
opulence she excoriates. She is herself,
after all, one of the ultimate products

of imperialism: a jaded Hollywood star.”

FOR THE ROSES

From Joni Mitchell's introduction to the
song at Carnegie Hall on February 23, 1972:
“This is ther new song. It's called ‘For the
Roses, and it comes from the expression,

‘to run for the roses.’ You know what that's
all 2bout: that's when you take this horse

d. you know, like he comes charging into
the finish ling, and they throw a wreath of

flowers around his neck, and then one day,
they take him out and shoot him. It's kind
of a macabre thing to say, isn't it, | guess?”

NOTHING CANBEDONE

From The New York Times, March 17, 1991
“0h | am not old / I'm told / But | am not
young,' Joni Mitchell sings in ‘Nothing Can
Be Done,' from her new album, Night Ride
Home. 'Must | surrender with grace { The
things that | loved when | was younger?’
she asks. ‘What do | do here with this
hunger?’ Ms. Mitchell's stoic reply to her
own question, repeated almost like a
mantra throughout the song, is simply:
‘Nothing can be done."™
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