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On the flip side

Joni Mitchell balances ‘Night Ride’ with profound, precise music

In the course of her (more than) two-
decade career, Joni Mitchell has constantly
walked a fine line between the profound and
the precious. At one time or another she has
tumbled off on either side. With “‘Night Ride
Home" (Geifen) she does both.

The title cut is a dizzying ride through -
surreal country with insects clicking in an
odd land- and people-scape and Mitchell's
voice rasping and growling out the richness
of its 47 years.

Others, such as ‘‘Passion Play (When All
The Slaves Are Free)" and ““The Windfall
(Everything For Nothing)'’' display
Mitchell's remarkable ability to juxtapose
strident, biting lyrics with luxuriant chords
and melodies in ways that provoke the mind
and soothe the ears.

But Mitchell just can't stop the cleverness
before it becomes cloying, and she bubbles
over into cuteness on songs like the dreary
“Ray’'s Dad's Cadillac.” And not content
with cllt.e she defaces W.B. Yeats on

Sl g Towards "* with a sing-
songy oounu-y -folk sound that thoroughly
dilutes the poet’s somber and threatening
portents of Armegeddon.

“Night Ride Home' is hardly a Joni
Mitchell album to end all worlds. But it is, for
the most part, a nice cruise.

— By Harry Sumrall,
4 Knight-Ridder

LATINO LATINO, Various artists; AN
AFRICAN TAPESTRY, David Hewitt; THE
BEST OF WORLD MUSIC, Various artists —
These releases represent the first issue from
Rhythm Safari, a new label dedicated to
music from around the world. Judging by this

Joseph Shabala of Black Mambazo; Joni Mitchell expands music

trio of discs, the enterprise is off to a rousing
start.
The Latin music compuaﬁon, lelturing

“‘An African Tapestry” by the South
African classical guitarist David Hewitt is an
lmplullonimc work that fuses.a number of
At its best, Hewitt's

eight tracks by some of Los Angeles’ spiciest
salsa bands, is especially uclﬂng Bobby

melodic acoustic guitar underpins lush string

Matos and the Heritage Ei
“"Tracion’" is one of the disc's most mmpell-
ing b and Org Siva are {

on what may be thecllynrue underground
music scene.

Another fiery workout is the flute and
violin-driven “‘Steamy" by Bongo Logic, a
band that will have its own rejease on the
label soon. “‘Latino Latino" makes a great

ar and the gentle lym:opned

Youssou N'Dour ensure ““The Best of World
Music'' lives up to its title. The only draw-
back is the lack of Zairean soukous, currently

the most lar form of inter dance
music.

— By Fred Shuster,

Los Angeles Daily News

MORRISSEY, ‘‘Kill Uncle"’

(Sire/Reprise) — What's become of the
Mother Country? These days, the youth of
Britain dress themselves up in black, moan
about the Meaninglessness of It All and gush
with apathy.

Morrissey does it better than most. That's
why he’s such a hero there.

“Kill Uncle" is a thoroughly depressing
affair with its pitiable characters (‘‘Mute
Witness") and dreary relationships (*‘Our
Frank™). Its one moment of aspiration, a
vague hope of love on *‘Found Found Found,"
is adrift in ambiguity, with our hero mumbl-
ing in his tic way.

“Asian Rut" is a chilling tale of racial
hatred, with a cabaret musical background
that gives the song a garish contemporary
feel, sort of Kurt Weill by way of Johnny
Rotten. *‘Driving Your Girlfriend Home'' is a
paean to romantic boredom, arguably the
first ition in history to make a whin-

harmonies of a Zulu choir. O
though, the proceedings fall victim to New
Age blandness.

The world-music sampler is particularly
attractive in its use of important artists not
associated with the label. Great tracks by
Brazil's Margareth Menezes, the French
Antilles zouk outfit Kassav, Zimbabwe's
dazzling Bhundu Boys, South Africa's Lady-

introduction to this rich and mu-
sic.

smith Black Mambazo .and Senegal's

ing woman seem somehow alluring. At least
Morrissey makes her seem like she is allur-
ing, to him.

Such apathy is a remarkable thing, partic-
ularly when it is expressed with such fervor.
And Morrissey cares less more expressively
and pointedly than the rest.

— By Harry Sumrall,
Knight-Ridder
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