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the element of human flaw in it. Not
just plain fucked up, but I don’t mind
hearin’ a flaw. I can’t understand why in
the world it would take a year and a
half to make a record!

1 think a lot of people can’t relate to
my music because, maybe, it’s so much
more real than anything else around. I
feel like I'm leaving something when
I die, something that can never be taken
away. . . . That sounds like braggin’ and
I guess maybe it is, but T'll be god-
damned if I don’t think it's true. I've
written a lot of songs I'm real proud of,
and that there is a lot of satisfaction.
Whether 1 ever make a goddamn nickel
or not. —JUDSON KLINGER

REVIEWS

Isn’t there anything left to believe in?
Not even Kiss? Our favorite killer metal
space creatures? A last secure bastion of
teenage barbarism? You'd think at least
they would be among the last holdouts,
continuing to carry unwaveringly the
loud, brutish banner of Dinosaur Rock.
But no. Most of Kiss’s new Dynasty (Casa-
blanca) is old Marshall Amps vs. Godzilla
stuff, the best a version of the Stones’
2000 Man. But sadly, reptile fans, Kiss
has joined the stampede for disco dollars
with not one but fwo disco tracks here.
It’s almost enough to make us in the
Kiss Army come down and defect. Is
nothing sacred?

.

The flavor of Jimmy Buffett has always
been a light blend of country, soft rock,
whiskey humor and Caribbean sea sto-
ries. In Volecano (MCA), he has made the
transition from pedal steel to steel
drums. With his tight Coral Reefer
Band—ace sidemen Mike Utley and Rus-
sell Kunkel, island musicians on home-
made instruments and half a family of
Taylors—Buffett has made an album full
of potential hit singles and the best of
what has carried his wide appeal. And
the raucous showman is, indeed, capable
of a pretty song: Both Sending the Old
Man Home, a World War Two short
story, and Survive are goose bumpers.

SHORT CUTS

Gerry Rafferty / Night Owl (United Art-
ists): The moody Baker Street man is
back with nothing to give a hoot about.

Dr. Strut (Motown): Instrumental soul-
jazz with echoes of the Crusaders, Eddie
Harris and Steely Dan; it’s in the pocket.

Fats Waller / Fine Arabian Stuff (Deluxe):
Fats’s singing and playing prove that fat
men do have more fun.

The Mind of Gil Scott-Heron (Arista): He's
a poet, he’s a picker and he’s damn good,
too.

Art E bl of Chicago / Nice Guys
(ECM): High seriousness and high silli-
ness combined to make great music.

David Bowie / Lodger (RCA): Not in our
boardinghouse!

FAST TRACKS

© 1979 EBET ROBERTS

AND NOW HEEERE'S ROBERT: Comic Robert Klein turns into the Johnny Carson of
the airwaves for an hour every week on his syndicated (to 250 FM stations) radio
show, The Robert Klein Hour. He talks to musicians and, surprisingly enough, a
lot of them talk back. These two gentlemen pictured here don’t talk much, but
they do paint by numbers. If Carson can play straight man to a couple of visiting
tiger cubs from the San Diego Zoo, Klein can do as much with a couple of Kiss.

ewsBreaks: Talk about rising ex-

pectations—we hear the latest Paul
McCartney and Wings album, released
last summer, had to sell over 5,000,000
copies before CBS Records could
make any money on it. McCartney’s
new contract stipulates that he earn a
large share of early proceeds. We're
not too worried about CBS—Paul is
the ex—Fab Four’s main money-mak-
er. . . . Rolling Stone’s new magazine
aimed at college students, Rolling
Stone’s College Extra, is being edited
by Jann Wenner's sister Kate. Other news
from Rolling Stone: A TV pilot tenta-
tively called, of all things, Rolling
Stone, No Holds Barred is in the
works and Wenner has signed a pro-
duction deal with Paramount for
three movies. . . . Although The Who
have had a very high profile in recent
months, Pete Townshend has told report-
ers he’s still opposed to prolonged
touring because the stress “has killed
thousands of other people. Why kill
me?”’ . . . Syntonic Research, Inc., fa-
mous for its unique Environments
series of nature recordings, has been
attacked as ‘“‘sexist’” by women’s
groups who object to three recent cov-
ers featuring nature images superim-
posed on the back of a nude woman.
Two mail-order companies have also
canceled orders for the three new re-
leases, citing the covers. Footnote:
One of the three albums includes
sounds of a raging blizzard that, Syn-
tonic claims, have a significant effect
on body temperature. We wonder why
anyone would want to pay cash for
that. . . . A California firm called Mo-
bile Fidelity Sound Lab gets high
marks from rock groups like Supertramp
and Fleetwood Mac for something called
half-speed mastering, which reported-
ly cuts distortion and captures more
high and low notes on records. The
company plans to recut two classics,
The Grateful Dead’s American Beauty

and Pink Floyd's Dark Side of the
Moon, at a steep $15-516 per album.

RANDOM RUMORS: Bill Graham, dean of
the rock promoters, has been looking
for a night club or a small concert
hall in the San Francisco area ever
since the demise of Winterland. He's
offered to construct one in the new
Levi Strauss Building going up near
Fisherman’s Wharf: blue-jean rock.. . .
Starart, a special collection of artwork
done by a number of music personali-
ties—Joni Mitchell, Commander Cody, Ron
Wood, to name a few—will sell in a
special leather-bound limited edition
for $1000. . . . Conversion or no con-
version, that is the question: Pat Boone
says absolutely not. Bob Dylan did not
get baptized in the Boone family
pool. A fundamentalist minister in
Southern California says Dylan joined
his Christian Vineyard Fellowship
Movement. Columbia Records refuses
to comment. Dylan’s chief PR man
says he's not reborn. The answers to
these pressing questions are allegedly
coming to us on his next album. Stay
tuned. . . . Our sources tell us that the
new road romance is between Gregg
Allman and Bonnie Bramlett. Bonnie re-
cently referred to him as her “new
heartthrob.”

REELING AND ROCKING: Singer/song-
writer laura Nyro has been signed to
do the score for the sequel to The
Graduate. Dustin Hoffman will not re-
create his role; Jeff Bridges will star in
Part Two. Robert Stigwood and
Star Wars creator George Lucas have an-
nounced a collaboration on The Em-
pire Strikes Back, the sequel to Star
Wars. But the big news is that Stig-
wood is trying to convince Mick Jagger
to score the movie, says Variety col-
umnist Army Archerd. A Stigwood
spokesman denies the Jagger story,
but then, what PR flack wants a hot
story scooped by a gossip column?

—BARBARA NELLIS




