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Joni Mitchell

Joni Mitchell overwhelms
fans at Tanglewood

By RICH TASKIN
(Mr. Taskin. 3 sephemore at
Hamilten (ollege in New York and
music enthusiasi, contributes ar
ticles (o The Tramseript)

Last night al Tanglewood Joni Mit
chell simply overwhelmed 17,000 of her
most devoled fans The Canadian
singer songwriter performed for over
three hours with and without her backup
band. Tom Scolt and the L A Express

Kam led concert officials 1o begin the
show 15 minutes ecarlier than the
previously announced 7.30 starting lime,
which 15 an evenl i ilsell because in
rock and roll time.” 730 scheduled
starts are almost always 7.45 starts
Tom Scott and the L A. Express opened
the concert with some of their racous
progressive jazz The LA Express has
five members, mcluding a drummer,
bass and lead guitanst, keyboarder, and
Tom Seott, who allernales on
saxophone. (lute. and clarinet

After about a hall hour sef by the LA
Express, Scott ntroduced Joni Mitchell
and she was greeled by thunderous
applause With the LA Express ac
companying her, Ms Mitchell opened
with an upbeal version of her present
Top Forty hit. “Free Man in Paris "~ Her
first set with the LA Express lasted
about a hall hour (1 spent maost of that

with a jazzier version of her 1970 com.
pasition, *Woodstock ™

Only one word accurately describes
Joni Mitchell's second set: awesome

ay "
Fach song received the full Ilfllll;‘
from Jom Mitchell’s exquisite voice, and
she held her large audience in rapl al
tention throughout the set The poignant
and dreamy lyrics which have made
Jom Mitchell a friend to millions were
more eviden! and moving than ever
Probably the high point of the set came
while she sat al the piano singing her
beautiful ballad, “For Free.” n which
she tells of standing on a streef corner
walching an wnknown clarinet player
Near the end of the song. Tom Scoll

time bewng g asl to
record the event for history, as they say )
The high point of the set was probably
Ms Mitchell's rendition of one of her
most popular tunes, Big Yellow Taxi ™
The powerful sound of the I A Express
often  smothered Mitchell's  singing.
which made her lyrics inaudible to all

strolled on stage playing
hus clarinet. With the LA Express once
agan accompanying her. Ms  Mitchell
finished with “Both Sides Now™ and
Help Me."
During the cveming, Ms. Milchell
assonally

asked. “What
do you guys think about lately*~ A vosce
replied, “1 think you're beautiful' " Ne
one
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