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JONI MITCHELL

Frampton, Mitchell concerts highlight long weekend

By JOHN WENDEBORN
©of The Oregonian staft

Two major entertainers in pop mu-
sic, Joni Mitchell and Peter Frampton,
will perform in concert in Portland this
weekend

The musical wedding of the late
Charles Mingus and the very much alive
Joni Mitchell is a marriage of two
giants, one a jazz composer who dis-
played limitless talent, the other a pop
composer with poetic sensibilities,

Ms. Mitchell enjoys the success of
one whose output of music has continu-
ally progressed, from early folk-tinged
anthems through mainstream jazz to
Mingus, a man whose music may have

music.”

Though the singer knew of the com-
poser-bassist years before he knew
about her, it was Mingus who instigated
their collaboration. He'd heard some-
thing on an LP of Ms. Mitchell's that
sparked some interest and he subse-
quently met her, about two years ago.

She spent time with Mingus before
his death last January (of “Lou Gehrig's
disease") listening to his music and his
ideas. He died before the project, called
““Mingus"” on the Asylum album, was
completed

Ms. Mitchell has written lyrics to
several Mingus compositions and added
tunes of her own composition while

admittedly not “‘pop"” pop and may lose
her some fans, but, may get a like num-
ber back from the jazz and progressive
communities.

Ms. Mitchell has never been one to
stand still for long on any musical dais.
At least she's been adventurous enough
to try something most singer-songwrit-
ers would lock themselves in their lim-
ousines to get away from.

And, on the other hand, Mingus
leaves us with yet more from one of the
most unpredictable composers in any
kind of music.

Joni Mitchell will perform in con-
cert at 8 p.m. Monday (Labor Day) in

perform old and new, including “Min-
gus,” selections.

.

The role Peter Frampton has played
in music has been less auspicious than
those mentioned above but Frampton
has certainly not been left out in the
cold as far as acceptance is concerned.

One of rock’s true “pretty boys,” his
music has been part of just about every
13-year-old’s collection the past few
years, especially since the 1976 album,
“Frampton Comes Alive," a live concert
LP that went bananas in the record
shops.

star” and followed “‘Alive” with a fairly
decent studio LP, “I'm In You," which
produced chart success for the title
tune.

Frampton paid his dues earlier,
though, first in a band called the Herd,
then the driving rock band Humble Pie
and finally Frampton's Camel, which
was something of a musical lowpoint.
He was known as a good guitarist,
however, and that has been a saving
grace while putting his solo vocal ca-
reer together.

He was starred in the unsuccessful
(and mostly hum-drum) movie, “Sgt
Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band" and
has toured extensively while putting

Tragedy nearly snuffed the pop star
out a year ago when he suffered multi-
ple fractures, contusions and muscle
«damage in an automobile accident in the
Bahamas. He was hospitalized several
weeks, which allowed him to take a
close look at his own life.

“What the accident’s done for me is
to slow me down a bit and also made
me treasure life a bit more. It was close
for a while (but now) I feel like I've
been given a second chance, as though
I'm starting again; everything's a chal-
lenge,” he told an interviewer recently.

Frampton will perform in Portland
for the first time in two years, return-
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