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MARIPOSA: Ten Years of Music

Mariposa, a ficticious and
amusing little town born in
the imagination of the great-
est of Canadian humorisis,
Stephen- Leacock, i3 also the
name adopted for the. largest
festival of music and people
in Canada, and the third |
gest of its kind in the world.

‘After its Inception and dil-
ficulties in Orillla and the con-
sequent move o lnnis Lake, &
small community some 35
miles northwest of Toranio,
the Mariposa Folk Festival
recenily celebrated its 10th
birthday on picturesque To-
ronte lsland.

In its three days of music
and sumshine,. it drew people
of all ages and from all parts
of the country to hear the
legendary figures of a sub-
culture that, despite its recent

larity,-has been a part
of the North American way of
life for hundreds of years

“Thee festival consists of two
stparate and quite different
sectors: the day-time work-
shops and mini concerts, and
the big formal productions
each evening,

Mariposa, run by a nom-
profit organization called the
Toroate Guild of Canadian
Folk Artists, is based on
concept of presenting a high-
Iy varied program of music
and information ranging from
traditional Canadian ballads,
to blues, to international folk
songs to contemporary folk
styles,

To this end the organization
engages the best authoritbes

H

in their respective lields to
perform and explain the roats
and life styles in their particu-
lar field of endeavor,

* * Sk

THE DAILY activities con-
[wnn to this principle. At 10.30

you. con pay your §2
lar Six- hoors of continuous
entertainment at any one of
four different sites.

These concerts and discus-
sions are informal, and cne
can sit oa the grass and lis-
ten or wander about from
place to place as the mood
and entertainment moves yoi.

For example, at any one
time you may:

—See Michael Cooney dis-
cussing the influence of magic
and the supernatural in
songs:

— Listen to Merrick Jarrett
and the Muirs discoss and
perfarm the native music of
Australia and New Zealand;

— Hear bluegrass stylings
of the Toronto Bluegrass
Committee;

~—Listen the ariginal
sounds of the Pennywhistlers
as they llnl Balkan and Sla-
vic song;

—Take the children to' con-
certs just for them led by
such people as Klaas Van
Gralt;

~—Hear one of the greatest
authorities, Edith Fowke, dis-
cuss and perform traditional
Ontarie songs;

In Ottawa;

—5t0p by the International
Song Swap hosted by Tex

=Listen as Doug Kershaw

GORD LIGHTFOOT

DANCE

THE JUNCTION
Eastview Ric, Centrs
Montreol Re, with

MOTHER NATURE
SUNDAY, AUGUST 16
E——

TOP TIE

LONDON (CP) —It was &
neck-and-neck result between
actor Roger Moore and TV per-
sonality Michael Aspel for the
best taste in ties, & poll among
Britain's men's wear shiops dis-
covered. The shopkeepers were

Story by Peter H. Nicol
Photos by Rod Maclvor

who has appeared many times
Konig, a singer from Montreal

To this-end the organization
and Edith Butler discuss the
‘histories and intricacies of
Cajun music;

—Watch legendary figures
like Mississippi  Fred M
Dowell discuss and fllustrate
the roots and development of
traditional blues;

—Hear Elizabeth Cotion,
the composer of Freight Train
tell of her life of over &
years singing and perform-

—Hear an inspired work-
shop by rambling Jack Elliot,
the successor to the Guthrie-
Seeger tradition of the wan-
dering minstrel - balladeer,
talk about and perform the
songs of the greatest of North
American  singers,  Woody
Guthrie who was his friend
and |nspiration;

—Hear Barry O'Nelll dis-
cuss the traditions of Ontario
Jove songs.

And there is more, Dnvlrl
Rea on country music,
Ottawa’s own Bruce l:xuuum
giving excellent performances
of his own topical music. All of
this happening at the same
time; over 30 different per-
formers doing what they know
best in a_fourring circus of
good musle.

But there is something else
that makes Mariposa such an
interesting experience, no m
ter if you are a first-timer or
an old hand at these gather-
ings.

* i &

ASIDE FROM the trem
dous range of musical off
ings it presents to the public,
there is also an - intangible
spirit, impossible to put into
words working among the per-
formers themselves.

It manifests itsell in that
even the biggest stars will sit
down under a shady tree and
play informally for snyone
who wants to listen and dis-
cover that they are there,

Jerry Jelf Walker, for ex-
ample, took an afternoon off
from his engagement at the
Riverboat and came to see
his friends and sing with them.

Joni Mitchell rapping with
people under a’tree and late:
jamming with James Taylor
in a quiet corner of the island

-nwm u-mgle

al ucomn Lll’ulwt. hll
right hand in a cast, walking
arnund the sight chatting with
performers and anyone else
who recognized him.

At 430 pm, the grounds
were cleared In preparation
for the evening concerts and
peaple could either watch or
take part in the folk dancing
Just outside the gates, of
wander around the other small
islands to the 200 or the play-
land. ;

The evening concerts are
more along the lines of what
most folks relate 1o when they
hear of the festival. They are
formal five hour performances

{nt a cost of #) which com-
bine the biggest names in the
business with the best of the
rising performers.

These include Elizabeth Cot-
ton, Bruce Murdoch, Odetta,”
l’enh Courlty cnml (the

t pleasant surprise in the
whelc festival) smdr Crawley
from Ottawa, Rambling Jack
Elliot, J. B. Hutto and the
Hawks, Doug Kershaw, Mis-
sissippi Fred McDowell, and
In one show slone, Joni Mit-
chell, David Rea, James Tay-
for and Merle Travis.

l.lbeni\y sprinkled through-
these shows arefolk

q.ad-ln.mnfmunnﬂ“

music too,
And, es If this were Dot

year for the first time in thels
history, used the funds to bring *
in Indians from all over Can-

ada and the United States to

perform thejr dances and to

display and explain their

crafis and traditions to any-

‘one who todk the time to lsten.
And many people did, mueh to

‘their own satisfaction and en-

Jjoyment.

* * *

IT WAS 1o be expécted, of
course, that a festival of this
size, (over 50 performers and
over 30,000 paid attendance)
would not be without prob-
lems.

The fantastic crowds which
Jammed the ferfies, the food
and washroom facilities were
less than & pain in
the neck and served to dis-
courage and enrage many peo-
ple.

Planes flying overhead to the
nearby landing field, motor
boats of the yacht club which
was only 60 feet away from
the main workshop stage and
steamboat “whistles from . To-

[estivals in the area. Perhaps
they feit that folk music is not
conducive to such behavior.
On the other hand though, it
‘was nice o see that the peo-
ple who were there, particu-
larly the youths, behaved in an
adult and responsible manner,
Only the lunatic frings who
crashed the gates and stole
some ‘microphones marred a
particularly rewarding week-

end,
It is to be Ilnped that the ar-
ganizers and Toronto-officials

from whom blessings must
com to hold this affair will
not Joose falth with those who
came to-be a part of the great-
est {estival of music and en-
tertainment * Canada has ‘to
olfer.

It would Indeed be o t
loss if this festival does not
continue. Let-us hope that with
plunnln( and good.  the

jposa Falk Festival will
:nnlmuu for many years to
tome. [t would besorely miss-
ed.
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ronto harbor intruded on the
<alm and concentration of the
performances. PR

The physical limitations ol
the island also presented some
difficulties since the sounds of
one group would often impass
el on -mnm group, maks
ipa it difficult to hear.

But all of these things, while
a nuisance, did not dampen
the proceedings, and generally
things went smoothly and ens
Jjoyably. L
Ere wai & MART-EnAR
‘hawever. The police, who did
their jobs -.u and unobtrus-

in-pumber__
to handie n- cmd of hooli-

gans who u-m
Saturday and I.hm a
centrated effort at dllrnpnn[
proceedings on Sunday night.

* * *

THE RESULT of this juven-
fle display of bad manners is
that the festival itsell is now
in danger of the
to Island site, and perhags in
danger of its very existence.

On the o it Is diffl-
cult to imagil
izers did not expect
things and should have taken
steps to avoid them after wit-
nessing the result of the rock

n- 18

which-obviously was wrang.
*

*
““Why Isn't the Englebert Humperd)
The program has been cancelled because of poor ratings.

 has been replaced in Can

and 54 years of age.
checked up in the library there
he was born February 12, 1815, ulmdm--u,mpn.

In_the paper’
You are right. We took

*
linek show on TV new?

a, for the summer only, by the

* +*
Could you please tell your Xor weARD mhn what hn

happened to the Smothers Brothers summer
was supposed to start July 8?

The show did start on schedule but on the ABC-TV nef
werk in the U.S. ABC does not come into Ottawa via-the cable.

* *
Last year we lived In Peml
A

was not shown here,

recelved locally?
No, The program, also on the ABC network in the U.S.,

* * *
1 would like 1o know why the rock group of Crosby, Stills,
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