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Review Tzirvision

Trward the end of onight's Ameri-
n Mosters on PRS, Joni Mitchell la-
5, "There is no ‘growing ... grace-
in the pop world, Basically, the
reason I'm o unruly in this business
i 'cauze I never wanted to he a hu-
mman jukebox”™

The archetypal fe-
male  singer-song
writer, Mitchell con-
nected with the spir-
it of & generation in
the late ‘i and the
'Fl=, but then she
ledt maost of her fans

Charles Mingos

“Joni Mitchell: Woman of Heart and
Mind™ follows her entire trip, from
Bthe 1940s front-room picture window
overlooking the highway in Maid-
stong, Saskatchewsan {*‘Here they
come," " she savs she thought,
" Where are they going?™ "), through
her Grammy awards for striking bt
unpopular music i the "00:, (o her
reunion with a long-loat daughrer, and
ife as a now-50year-old grandmoth
cor.
Alving from 0 to 10:30 on WIHYY
[Charme! 123 and jommed with historical

perfommances thar nndesscore her ochar-
worldly music and the ethereal-princess
appearance that she came to loathe, it
penperly emphasizes her eardy carger,
end s sure o bring throat lumps smd
anifflas to viewars of & cartain agea.

In "Lleart and Mind,”™ V111 execotive
Rill Flanagan, who created the series
Lagends, tries 1o explain it "Peaple
didn’t just love her the way people
love the Rolling Stenes or Maotown,
They meally Tel, This worman, by the
light of this record player, ia looking
into my soul'”

It's @ musical munth at Americn

ters, father of the Chicago Blues, on
Apedl 23, Like tenight's episode, that
one turns up miles of old footage plus
interviews with the astar's contemnpe-
raries that put the viewer intimately
gt the conter of & legendary scene.
Tonight's program also interiwines
an interview with the star herselt.
She reveals her poetic gift: “Some
mipghis, i vou listen to the rattes of your
oam head, it's more linguistically eobor-
ful e eecenlvie than other aights."
She tulks sbout her process: “De-
pression can be (he sand that makes
the piarl, Most of my best work came

‘American Masters’ properly emphasizes the early career of Joni Mitchell

aut of it.”

She explaing her metivation: “They
were putting me on a pedestal. and 1
wan wiobhling,” she sayvs, describing how
she came 1o make the admack album
Llce in 1971, “Since I was 8 public wice
and 1 was subject 1o this kind of weird
worship, T thought they shoold bknow
who they were worshiping.”

“It was naked. pulsating, great poed-
" Mew Vork Times music wsriter
Stephen Holden savs, *Bhee just went
o it level of peyehic pain and honesty
that no one else has ever wrillen be
fore and ne one else has ever wrillen

g hehind, as they  Masters, one of the shows thar sl waz fusl hreaking,” she says in the
lonathan clutched tender  distinguishes PES from the crovwd of interview,
records and memeo-  cahle chaanels ehipping piecas away. Than zhe tells Cavert, “T wrnre aj
",“_ ries, while she joor-  Potting beokends of o sort on pop mu- Jenl Mitchell ln a photo taken tar her 1972 album “For the Agses.” Tonight's show  litlle song” and starts singing; 1§
I:B'fa'j'"”‘*'-““ neyed off to sing  sicin the second half of the 20th cen-  on PBS could bring lumps to the throats of viswers of a cartain ags. came upon a child of God
Crinic with foreigners and ey, the series will profile Muddy Wa. “2he contributed more inwand peo

since."

Susan Lacy, the writer, producer and
director, his amassed a Sock of famoos
cormmentatora: Torm Buosh, James Tay-
for, Erie Andersen. David Crosby, Her-
bie Hancock, Wayne Shomer; Graham
Mash, one of her legendary lovess Divid
Goeffen, her agent; ex-hosband Larry
Elein. Sadly, the ather grear and long-
tasting Conadian pop iconockst, Nedl
Young, dossn't show. Mavhe Ameericon
Muosters (which has abaays been flexi
ble with the Americon part) will do a
whele progeam o Dim.

To the Joni Fan, tonight's progmam

ralls nothing new; 1o somecne unfamil
far with her, it tells everything, [t is ;
celebration of the woman and her art
contaiming viel history and exeerpted
performances of 35 tunes.

My favorite moment is her 1969 TV
appearance, with Crosby, Stlls a
Mazh, on The Dick Covett Show. The
Boys showed up, unscheduled, thes
day after their performance at Wood
stnck, Mitchell, Tooked in advance
bl missed what she called "the big
pest event of my generatinn” hecause
she wis alraid she cooldn't get back)
in dme for the TV show. "My hearty

ple's understanding of that event than)
atvone there," Crashy savs,

She has contributed so much to
ward an many people's understandin
of so many things,

“That waz always my optimizsm,
she says al the end of “Heart amd
Mind." "That if I described my own
changes, rhrough whatewver the de
cade was thoowing at us, that ther
weare athers like me.

“And it turns oul that there were,"

Contast ielavision srilic Jonathan Starm at
215-854-5813 ar jsiommgiphillynews.com.
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