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Joni’s Inward Journeys

BY LYNN VAN MATRE

® FIRST OFF, I've got to
say I've never heen a card-
carrying, dues-paying mem-
bet of the Joni Mitchell cuit.
A fellow traveler, maybe,
caught like everybody else
on the carrousel of time of
her “Circle Game."” With her,
seeing life “From Both Sides
Now.” Sympathizing with her
“Urge for Going" or ap-
preciating the pguy who
“Played Real Good For Free.”
But when Joni Mitchell's
songs leave the concrete
streets and realities, however
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nebulous, of life and head up
the canyons of her mind on
inereasingly personal and less
empathetic paths, following
them has always seemed like
more trouble than it's worth.

In the last year or so Joni
Mitchell's songs have become
more and more introspective,
it seems, their delicate and
contrived imagery, coming
as usual, in the helter-skelter
phrasing that only she seems
to be able to come up with—
and, it must be said, carry it
off. Last night at Arie Crown,
her wide-ranging, everchang-
ing voice skittered like a but-
terfly over her mercurial
melodies, somehow making
all the words fit in around her
piano, dulcimer, or guitar
chords. And if they won’t fit
in, well, just make the line a
little Jonger. 1t is a distine-
tive style, one that somehow
suits her, and turns the lack
of disciplihe into an asset.

Joni Mitchell's other assets
are numerous: Physically at-
tractive, she has a kind of
fragile blond beauty that fits
into blue denim as well as the
velvet she chose last night,
and a beautiful stage pres-
ence as well.

@ IT is the fragility of ex-
pression in her music, how-
ever, that many seem to find
so appealing, She skimmed
thru some of her old mate-
rial, but not enough of the

“Chelsea Morning" or “Urge
for Going” variety fto suit
me. Instead, she had some
new songs to sing, things
with ambiguous titles and
more ambiguous messages.
The finale, however, was far
more down to earth. With
Steve Goodman hustled up
from ringside, concert-opener
Jackson Browne back on
stage along with a couple of
her roadie crew, Joni and the
audience—all standing now,
and the house lights on—
joined in ‘‘Circle Game,” the
song everyone had been ask-
ing for all night. We got it,
and it was a mnice ending.
And if Joni Mitchell leaves
the canyons of my mind
empty with her travels into
her own, it was still good to
see so many people follow-
ing her on her inward jour-
neys and, perhaps, ending up
somewhere they wanted to
be.

© JACKSON Browne, like
his fellow California singer-
composer Joni Mitchell, also
is one looking into his life
for the truth that is his own,
but his keys to the truth are
more skeleton—at Jeast, they
seem to fit more doors. His
songs, almost entirely folk
oriented, and accompanied

. by piano or pguitar, reflect

yearnings and the search for
self. But his quests seem
more readily understood, his
melodies the kind that keep
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on running thru your mind.
At first® I found Browne's
songs predictable; now that
I know what is coming with
each song, they have simply
taken on more meaning. It’s
been a long time since any
songwriter's made me want
to listen, really listen, to
what he's sayimg. Jackson
Browne dces.

® THE MAHAVISHNU Or-
chestra, featuring guitarist
John McLaughlin, has been
booked for an appearance
March 1 at Northwestern Uni-
versity’'s Cahn Auditorium,
600 Emerson, Evanston, Tick-
ets for the concert, which
begins at 8 p. m., will be
available at the door or in
advance from the Student
Activities Office on campus.

at Arlington

Two Days,
One Night }
Theatre
Package @ #faEiN

Ticket 1o see Zsa Zsa Gabor
in"Forty Carats." Plus beau-
tiful guest room. Dinner in
the new Horseshoe Celebrily
Room before theatre. Cock-
tail amd floor show in Towers
Lounge after theatre. Year
'round pool. Heaith Club. Per
persan, double occupancy,
includes tax and tips.
(Check-in must be 2 hrs.

-before curtain $2 50
time.} 5
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