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DonJuan’s s Reckless Daughter

Joni Mitehell {Asylum BB 701)

Don Juan's Reckless Daughter is Joni
Mitchell’s first album in 14 months and
perhaps. her most courageous effort. since
the great “Courr and Spark’ effort of four
years ago. On that album, in sssocistion
with Tom Szcutt and the LA Express, she
.produced a strikingly successful fusion of
traditional folk and jazz which has sinee
provided the basis in many ways for the
music of artists |lke Joan Armatrading and
Janis tan.

Since then there have besn 3 relatively
tame efforts the live Miles of Avsles, the
transitional The Hissing of Summer Lawns
and the freewhesling and rambling repet-
iton of Hefira, On those three albums Joni
Mitchell was rapidly increasing her musical
sophistication, wiiile simultaneously
searching far a new medium through which
Lo obsarye contemporary American society
and herself. Her latest effort goes some
Way towards m]wng that identity erisis.

Don Juar's Reckiess Daughiter |eans
heavily, at lgast musically, toward a con
emporary jazz idiom. The players — Jaco
Pastorius and Wayne Shorten from Wezather
Report, Chaka Khan of Rufus and Latin.
esglie ]B?Z supremo Airto — are all jazz
players of Immense ability. The resulting
music 5 a tapestr}f of aften vibrant colour-
atign and great depth and [ntensity. The
pisces are most spaclous in arrangement
and make effective use of multi-layered
acoustic guitars, giving each pdssage greater
tone and texture. Gone are the uncluttered
and clean sounds of Ceurt and Spark. In
its place is 8 more sophisticated ‘multi-
faceted sound which is at once infinitely
more sugoestive and mysterious.

Lyrically too, the changes are notice:
able. The woman continues to observe
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the woerld through her encounters. with it
She still records her travels, her friendships

* and her loves, as well as the processés of
change, vet here there is no attempt to
umrave] the mystery. Rather she offers the
listanera few clyes.
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listaner a few clues.

The songs are a travelogue of the mind,
Montages of plages, peaple and emotions:
The basis of each of the songs is still per-
sonal, yet there |5 now a distance which
previously did not intrude into thi state-
ments; '

The images too are differsnt — harsher
and naked. They are less accessible and
seem at times too far withdrawn inte the
artist’s own sansations 1o be coherent, All
in all, the eftect is darker and more disturb-
ing. Thete is an infinite sadness in her voice
as shie croons the aibum's clesing statement.

"We'll have to row & little harder.f I just
in dreams we fly/ 10 my dreams we fiyi'”

fan Juan's Reckiess Dsughter i3, forall
its couraoe: and skill, a patchy work, hs
failings e basically in Jom Mitchell's inab-
ility, as.yet, to make ful use of thiz dram-
atle musical setting and an Inability to har-
ness her musicians’ collective talents in a
way that maximuses their contribution 1o
the songs. On this album, the tracks are
often too long and too loose to haue tha
desired efféct. The musical Bxcesses, par-
ticuldrly on the instromental passages, are
frequent. And in fact, even the songs are,
though good, far fram her best. But never-
theless, the album remains an interesting

- and stimulating effort. This is one, | think,
to file away under 'I' for intoresting, but
watch out for the next ons, for if she does
indeed pursue the directions hinted &t here,
the next dne could well be something very
special,

Satyajit Das
T e T A P,

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article230418326
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