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JONI MITCHELL HAS HUMANITY

HAVE, * a8 - you may

know, a2 radie program
with  that . beloved ‘of
stations, 2CA. .

As a result of that 1 ofien
find myself the (orgel of
comment about how bad il is,
how good it is, how mediocre
it i& and. how everyhody or
nebody ever lstens to i

Somelimes even requesis
And last week, perhaps one
of the most rewarding, from
a lady 1 hacdly know but
who has a smile to charm
your soul. What she ssked
Wwas o program completely in-
volved with Joni Milcheli.

Mow that may not secm
much (o you. especially if
¥ou have nol the pood taste
to see that MMiss fﬁlch:il i4
currently the major modern
solo performer. Bul fo ihose
of us who have held her in
decpeat respect for  almest
five years now. such a de-
mand wax n jov.

What it showed. I think. is
that the work of Joni MMii-
chell. eamplex and puelic in
s application. has aboutl it

the- touch of humanilty of
reafism.  of tongibles even
though her melody s oiten
twisting and strange.

Her briel appearunces in
the hit purades have been re-
warding, if only beenuse that
brought = sparkle to un area
of music  overladen  with
cripd,

We disciised the scheme
again, that lady and 1. and it
uppeirs possible, what with
the work Michell has done
with James Taylor, David
Croshy and others. Tt may
fust ‘get ofl the groumd.

1 guite realise this is im-
pinging on other spherey of
influence but . . .. .

The television performance
of the Modern Jazz Quarict
{ABC) last week, wns o small
plece of areat lelicacy and
MO I0E milksid.

I had remembered the
aroup [ram a concert in Cun-
berra almost o decoule ogo
THIW,

They had aped — Connie
Kay, Percy  Hemh, John
Lewis and Mill Jackson, Rui
their music was sl dew
drops  distilled  from  the

American negro tradition of
the blues.

The ewence of “good"
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The ewsence of “pood”
music still remains, whatever
the style. And rock eritics

must needs ot whal went be-
fore.

It was im fact Muddy
Waters's concerl — and one
hod = 1o review  Auddy
Walers,

Bue [ hod written thar |
hod hoped that the Austro-
livm supporl act "(now man-
datory) would not be n total
dispsler. And indeed it was
not. |

The man was Phil Man.
ning, formerly Chains lead
guilarist * and  last  Fridoy
night a solo artist. The iran-
sifion s most difficnd — o
move {rom 2 corporilc exist-
ence wherein the puilar s
e ¥oice in a hand, one pol.
ting his- energy toward the
whaole. Mow Aunning is the
total conire and that makes
demands that are not at all
the enme,

AL the Canherra Thenlre
on Friday night. he beenme

the sinser-giitarist,. The i
far he can hundle, The com.
parisen came, Lo mind —
danning with Erle Clopton,
Surely Manning is the prime
Australiun plaver of that in.
situment. And he hus mowed
from the area of lortured
Bhines® wiilings — that is- no
criticism in my lerms — lo u
mch more eontrolled. evocs-
tive sivle, characterised by
soul-warming harmonies.

As u pwitarist, he &= an
awesome, exciting. dramatie.
magnmificent musicinn.

Alter all that, he s 2 me-
dioere  sinper. There were
times at the theatre last week
when he almost made i1, bt
inevitably he fell back intd a
while nothingness. The voice
hus tittle sense of any recular
beat and litile ahvious ander-
stamding of Ivric.

The man i a shaleringly
heawtifol goitor plaver, That
is all he needs 10 be,

He will mive whit he hos to
give much bener in another
eroup, where he hos the sup-
piort of other musicinns, wnd
the servives of a vompelent
o list,
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