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JIM/ 
TOP! 

The late, great JIMI HENDRIX emerged No. 
1 in the NME singles chart this Week with 
" Voodoo Chile, '' which is Issued at 6!h1 iii· 
stepd of the usual, higher price. Maybe it's 
a good argument for cheaper priced singles! 
And It's a maxi-single with three titles: " Hey 
Joe," " All Along The Watchtower " and 

" Voodoo Chile." 

NEXT WEEK 

- A·lso in yourl241 page NME 

NEXT WEEK 
~ DA VE EDMUNDS THE UNCERTAIN ~ 

CORRECTS FACTS WORLD OF THE f 
ABOUT HIMSELF KING CRIMSON. ~ 

L----____ ....___ ____ ____._ \ 
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The McGUINNESS FLINT line up Is ( 1-r ) BENNY GALLAGHER TOM Mc­
GUINHESS, GRAHAM LYLE a nd DENN IS COULSON ._ 

' 

- ; ~~=~-..§ , ,,-~the charts 

MOTOWN SPINNERS 
. ~ 

WITH WONDER HIT 
BACK in th~ d~ys befor~ bootleg records were popular, .record buyers 

. often pa1~ astronom1cal amounts of money far hard-to-come-by 
discs by American artis ts. One of the most sought-after · was " I'll 
Always Love Yo_u., by the Motown Spinners., which sold for upwards 
of five pounds 10 some areas! 

Prices ar en't quite as high for 
singles nowad ays (though they'r e 
steep enough as i t is) and the 
coloured gr oup makes its NME Chart 
debu t thi s week with its la t est 
r elease, " It's A Shame " - a 
number partly written by Stevie 
Wonde r , wh o a lso p roduced it. 

Fo rmed in 1961 , the Spinne r s 
didn't. begin recording for a furth er 
two years a nd then it was on the now 
defunct Tr i-fi l ab el , owned by Tamla 
chief Berry Gordy's sister, Gwen. 
The Motown boss took over the 

THE Beach Boys have lost n on e 
of t heir fire w h en it conies 

to stoking up. som e r ock'n .' r oU 
flame'i. At t h e Hamme rsmith Od eon 
the.v t ipped oft th eir 45 m inute 
act w1th . Ledbetter•s tambourlne ­
rive r musicJ 0 Cottonfie tds " fro m 
the ir " S unflower " albu~ with 
Jardine belting It out. ' 

gr oup , wr ote for them a nd produ ced 
their first hit, "Truly Yours." 

" We toured with the Mar vin Gaye 
Revue," r ecalled member Bobby 
Smith , " but 1hings eased off a bit 
a nd we devised a new act which in· 
eluded impersonations of other 
groups. Because of one of the imper· 
sonations we became kn own as the 
Brown Beatles! " 

On tour with Stevie Wonder a few 
mont hs ago, the Spinners heard that 
the singer h ii.d a song for them , 

1 they had a chat with him and cu t 
" It's A Shame." They also did four 
or five other n umbers, one of which 
is being considered for the next 
s ingle. . 

The Motown Spinners - t h e 
" Motown " prefix was added t o 
avoid confusion with th e British folk 

BEACH BOYS at Hammersmith Odeon at t he weekerlcl (I t o r) 18RUCE JOHN­
STON, ALAN JAROIN E, CARL WILSON a nd MIKE LOVE. 

Attack 
JONI IS 

SUPREME 

three of her fine albums for content, 
"- delving back to th e first for 

"Nathan La Freneer," »That Song 
About The Midway," " Michael From 
Th e Moun tains " and " Mar cie," 
wr itten for a friend who she said 
was in the audience. 

They really attack their numbers 
and . inject a h appy sound into it 
We wer e t reated to the song that 
really got them away here, apart 
from the surfers, " Sloop John B, .... 

/' and such good things as " I Can 
Hear Music," "Count ry Air," " Good 
Vibrations, " " I .Get A 1 ou nd " and 
''Vegetables.'' 

THAT tickets w ere like gold 
dust for Joni M itchell's solo 

concert at London's Festival Hall 
on Saturday is tribute, yet in 
relative terms only scant measure 
of her standing as one of the 
most important of tho/singer/ 
s~ngwr~ter breed currently gra­
cing popular music. Joni, when 
posterity turns to assess, may 
well be judged t he greatest. 

Occasionally she p refaced new 
songs with t he story of how t hey 
were written. The beautifu l 
" California," a joyous celebration 
of her adopted home s tate which 
contains the imm ortal chorus line 
" I could even kiss a Sunset p ig," 
s he said she wr ote wh ile homesick in 
Paris. 

Another, also perfor med on dul­
c imer , she wrote in Crete holidaying 
there and living i n a cave after her 
January London con cert. •· I Wish I 
Had A River," a n achingly intense 
love song raniting a mong h er fi nest, 
she wrote around last Christmas. 

Ii 
j 

J 
Four' shots of the CENTIPEDE trip. Top left: GARY WIHDO plays ft ute for 
{I to r) ZOOT MON EY, ROBERT WYATT and KEITH TIPPETT. Top r ight : 
JULIE DRISCOLL and KEITH TIPPETT relax. Bottom, left : on the bus a 4 a m 
jam session, featuring GARY, ZOOT a nd NICK EVANS on trombone . Finally 
a ra ve-up on s ta ge ( I to r) MAGGI E NICHOLLS, JOOLS, MIKE PATTO a nd 

ZOOT! 

I liked Bruce's " Tears In The 
Morning;· t he new s ingle, and 
Denn is deserting his dru m kit for a 
solo singing spot in front on " For­
evef." Carl Wilson worked like a 
bear (and looked like one). while 
Mik,e.. flitted and flir ted around the 
stage in his zany way. Great act as 
always. 

In support , Colin Scot <one T) re­
incarnated Buddy Holly a bit a nd 
got big applause, and the South Af­
rican group, F lame, did well with 
" See T he Light " and " Thank 
Someone,'' bu t didn' t have much 
luck with the a mplifiers. ANDY 
GRAY 

_CENTIPEDE INVADE FRANCE 
OVER t he week-e~d, the s habby little Alh~mbra Bar on the comer of 

t he cobble-s t o n ed Rue D' Alzon in the French wine c apital of 
Bordeaux, hadn't seen so m u ch action o r served up so much local 
juice s ince the U.S. Army rumbled t hro ugh in.. 1945. 
· Bu t then , with ' Keith Tippett's 63-
s trong Centipede en tourage in town 
for the local a nn u a l Arts Festival, the 
atmospher e could n"t hav~ been any­
thin g but one of complete con· 

· viviality. 

Moody and the inciden t q u ickl y for­
gotten . 

·· It' s j us t like bein g p a rt of one 
bi~ happy family," guitaris t Bob 

·Fnpp beam ed between biles of his 
"sandwich ja mbon ," as a rather 
bewildered waiter, with County 
J oe's infamous Fish Cheer scribbl ed 
on th e back of his white j acket , 
scur ried back an d forth between the 
packed tables. 

For the next couple of d ays , 
" home" was to become the Domaine 
d e la Salle de Vlllepreux, a most 
beautif ul and expansive r a nch-styled 

· country estate, surrounded by 
woods. · 

A family It truly turned out to b e. 
for s inger Maggie Nicholls even 
brou ght along her beautiful 5-mont h 
daugh ter Aura, thoug h s he didn' t 
make it to Alhambra theatre. 

From the moment we all clam­
ber ed aboard the priva te ch arter 
flight, Centiped e became living p roof 
that creative musician s from such . 
diverse mus ical persu asion s encom· 
passing this 1.1nit can live and work 
together in a happy and p roductive 
envlroment.. As intended. all this 
ener gy r esolved ·1tseU in the music. 
Ir the Lyceum was the dress-r ehear· 
sal , then th e secon d of the two 
French concerts proved to b e the eu· 
phonic climax, with the a udience 
leaping to their feet in bursts of wil d 
applause a nd the Press ecstatic in 
their p raise. 

However , the week-end wasn ' t 
without it's minor hang-u ps. J ulie 
Driscoll remains one of the biggest 
cele brities !n France and even her 
withdrawal from public appearances 
hasn't d iminish ed h er stature. La n­
ding a~ Bordeaux Air port she was 
hassled by some extremely un-cool 
representatives of Press and TV. 
However, the>:l '~re, q~1 , le!fectlf'tlY 1 c. 
d·ealt with by chaperon Richard 

N'o sooner were we settled in, t h en 
lhe an tics of Centipede's cheer· 
leader, silver su rfed fre ak and tenor · 
!s t Gary Wlndo came driftin g loud 
and clear a cross the l awns. This ex­
p a triot from New York a nd "Soul 
Brother" trombonist Nick Evan s 
were seen <! nd h eard as they both 
wandered casu ally aroun d the 
grounds, blowing some fine music. 

In fact, whenever the opportu n ity 
presen ted it self, b e it dawn , in the 

ij~grhaft~r the~uigoth0~abne1~eevi tgn k!h~ 
everyone fully entertained. Durl~g 
one of these impromptu sessions 
th ey composed a nd d edicated a 
number called "Bordirxs," which 
they were to p erform constantly . 
.... The two concerts, h eld in a rather 

ancient theat re, proved t o b e most 
rewa rding a:nd a l ogical Improve ment 
on thei r •Lyceum debut. At times, 
during the course of "Septober 
Energy," the vocal t eam of Jools, 
Zoot !Money an d Mike Patto were 
quite uninhibited in their perfor· 
mance. . . . da ncing, gyra~ing and 
cavor tmg around t h e orch estra, who 
in turn roared along i n a similar 
m anner . 

Solowise, everyone excelled. With 
Gary. Nick, Fripp, Elton Dean , Karl 
Jenkins, Ian Carr, Robert Wyatt and 
leader · Keith Tippett making 
numerous valuable contributions. In 
liElturn "' th ey. , we.re gret:te!i~ )"jth 
sus t ained a u die nce appro\·al. 

and NME's ROY 
CARR went along 

Both on s tage and off, a most 

f's'ie~~in/o~ni~s~~~~~~nfriu:h~ai:;;i0cis\ e~f 
us a ll having d inner in the Royalc 
Sprin g Restaurant som eone just 

~~ar~e~1!:lPWfth~~t s~c~~~leeJ~lyt~n~ 
~i~~d a 1~ol~~ aa~J't~~~~eei::J t~0~~~ 
down layer · upon·layer of comp oun d 
time s i gnatures and cross-rhythms. 
As it built up to a n exciting cres­
cendo, Gary leapt to his feet and 
yelled: " Hey . .. we'd better watch 
it otherwise· Buddy Rich will be 
challenging the whole of Centipede." 
Needless to say this was greeted 
with much la ughter and b ack-slap-
ping. I 

As you may have already guessed , 
Cen tip ed e is m ade up of many out­
s tandin g persona lities, with Patto 
and Money provi ng to be quite a n 
unbeatable comedy duo. At a very 
la te after-the-gig party they had jus t 
about everyone fallin' about in 
h ysterics with th eir b anter. A mime 
art ist suprem e . . Patrick O'Patto ex· 
celled with his im agtnat1ve por· 

~r:Jta!, l·~e,.G~~c~~virs j~i~i·~h~~1t·~ 
Money acted as a fine raconteur . 

All t oo soon, we wer e back on the 
plane an d homeward bou nd . Tired 
b ut ext rerilely contented. Soft 

~ Machine·s ·ever smilin_g drummer ad­
mitted , "I'd be quite con tent to jus t 
live and work this way for th e n ext 
coupl e of years." 

A statement which more or less 
summed \IP everyone's feelings. 

It's a compliment to both Keith 
and e verybody connected with this 
mammoth p roject that It act ua lly 
happ~ened , and proved to be an u n ­
qualified su ccess. 

Few other performers today can ' 
strike su ch rapport with an 
audience, yet few others can or are 
pr~parcd to exp ose themselves. their 
priva te loves a nd fears, tn th e public 
gaze. 

Then again she Is not a n egative 
artist. Unlike her countryman 
Leonard Cohen and other con· 
tempora ries who enact their e mo· 
tions agains t a back~round of 
human desperation, Joni sings of 
hope. of love and joy. Of d ignity in 
de..spalr. 

Her Festival Hall concert was her 
first i n •Br itain since J a nuary and 
on e of her 1 arc . appearances any­
wher e. One can u nderstand how for 
s uch a _sen sitive person whose ·per· 
for mances involve reliving deep felt 
emotion al experjences, to go out on 
stage and sing can be a terrifyin g 
occurence. 

Early in Saturday's act fai)ing to 
project h er voice, forgetting the oc­
cas10na l son g an d at one point b ein g 
complet ely unab le to tune up for a 
p artic ula r n umber, It l ooked as if 
Joni's nervousness would defeat h er. 

A frail , vulnerable figure on s tage, 
sh e held on , however, felt and .fed on 

i~~ie0nvc~w~Wtf~~n\e~a~::1nae~~ g~a~~ 
was a ble to throw out to t h em the 

"lifeline of hope that her songs re­
p resen t. It was a moving perfor­
mance. 

Switch ing from guitar, to piano, to 
dulcimer a nd back again throughout 
her two-part set she drew on a ll 

A moment of rare, r elaxed humour 
on her part ca me when on the app· 
lause for the opening ch ords of 
" Blue Yellow Taxi" sh e confounded 
the audience by s inging " I've got a 
girl called Bony Moronit:" and ad 
libbing through three verses of the 
Lar ry Williams rocker . Then the 
intro ag.ai~ and " Pegy Sue." by 
now en1oymg herself. b efore her 
ecology single got under w1;1y. 

" The Gallery." " Ch elsea Morn­
Jng.'' " Both Sides Now " were from 
" Clouds:" " Rainy Nigh ( House " 
"Conversation " and "For Free"' 
her " gum·· son g about a s t reet 
musician. fr om " La•Jies Of The 
Canyon" before a premiere of the 
humorously-titled " I Could Drin k A -
·~!!~.,,or You Anq Still Be On My 

" Woodstock... curen tly the best 
known of h er celebratory songs, was 
the closer and served to prove tha t 
J oni sings her own songs like no one 
else can. HeaTing h er emotionally 
shrilling ' 'An d we've got to get our ­
selves back to t he garden" you r eal· 
ise that no othe r interpreter will 
~~~~s~~nvey wha t sh e means by the 

'Br ou ght back for an encore sh e 
c hose the classic "Circle Game," 
written some t ime ago for a mus!· 
cian friend who thought he was over 
the h ill at 21. and called on her 
manager Elliott Robe rts an d a self· 
conscious Graham Nash to help her 
and the audience with the choruses. 

Ir Joni d oes as she keeps th reaten­
i~g a nd gives up h er a lready r ar e 
live performances then our loss will 
be monumental. 

HICK l.OGAN 

CURVED AIR WORTH 
WATCHING IN FUTURE 
WlT:rou~~ ar:'o~r;;'d a~a~~nete~'om~~~ 
it's becom ing increasingly , d ifficult 
to keep up with them. But one group 
worthy of attention is a new fivc­
piece band called c u rved Air. Their 
performance, before a packed Lon· 
don Roundhouse on Sunday. was 
comple tely amazing. _"'\ -

At times t hey sounded like a 
gutsy Fa irport Con vention, but re ally 
they have a lready moved into a field 
all of their own . Da rryl Way must 
be the hea viest elect roplc violiqjs t 
in the world. while the rather lovely 
Sonja Kristina s tomps th e stage. 
arms outstretched, wa lling with 

spine chilling effect on num be r s like 
"Situations," "Propositions " a nd 
the ha unt ing " It Happen ed Today." 

Playing very loudly, their music 
was urgent, built on compem n·g riffs 
from guitar and violin . The last 
number. :,: Vivaldi ," started off with 
a p laintive classical theme before 
roaring in to a screaming clim ax 
which brought the a udience to its 
feet , waving , clappin g. and da ncing. 
Alread y their m usic has been label­
led by some as fo lk r ock or classical 
r ock. Ignore this. Jus t go and see 
the m Ir ,you ' re pr epared to be com· 

·p1ete ly knocked out - JAMES 
J OHNSON. 

g roup - - have just r ecorded ao 
a lbum called .'.' Spinners Second 
Time Around,·· which EMI is to issue 
he re shortly. ._ 

Apar t from Bobby Smith, the 
group con sis ts of Pervis Jackson, 
and George Camerson . - RI CHARD 
GREEN . 

N OBODY quite knew w h at to -
expect from J ohn Mayall at 

the start o f his concert a t th e 
Fairfield Ha ll, Croyd on on Friday. 

in M~~ft~inha~n~~t tC!e'i~~h1YFfs1li~:~ 
six months ago, and h as since then 
formed a new band of all-American 
musicians. which h ad never played 

to\~r~rt ~~e B~~!~i~o~:~0~here was no~ 
reason for a ny of Mayall's fans to be 
disappointed. J oh n's new group 
p~ovcd l? b e j ust as good as any of 
his previous ones. 
Wi~hout a d rummer, the line-u p 

consists of Lar ry Taylor on bass 

~aS~;irc~~~~.el H0a~rrfs~it~r, s!~~in°g~~ 
shy man who is neve rtheless a 
master of the electr ic violin. 

The first number was "Nature's 
Disappearing," which refiected 
John 's current concern for pollution 
and the destruction of the country­
sid e. It featu red John and Don 
blending the high notes on ha r· 
monica a nd violin, This was followed 

~he .. i;~~ ,,Mu~~dbe acra:ro~ "b1~~~ 
". Crying." 

" Off the Road " included one of 
the highspots of the evening, a 
stunning bass solo of a mazing 
variety from ex-Canned Heat man , 
Lar ry Taylor. 
Looking as Jean as ever , John 

switched back a nd for th t hrough the 

~;i~ fr~'ranh0~rmJ1~icah1t;hf~lt~~d\~i~l~~j 
Sl~le of s inging was b a cked subtly 
by t he other three. 

Throughout they played numbers 
built round a basic blues structure 
but the instrum entation gave them a 
quietly funky sound. 

For the last number . surprise 
guest Keef Hartley st epped onto the 
stage and took u p positwn on drums 
for ·~Possessive Emotions." It was a 

~~s~fik~oa~~fta~lu~fay~~atur;~cfm so~~ 
dlmunltlve Harvey Man~el. It was a 
notable end to what h ad been a 
~~~:/'so~~cCessful concert'. J AMES 

FAMILY NIGHT 
DESPITE a lat e start because 

only one entrance door w as 
open - and that only 30 minutes 
before the scheduled st art -
Family gave a very polished and 
professional performance at Car­
diff's Sophia Gardens w hich 
earned them a five minute stand­
ing ovat ion. 

The group p layed a 30 minute 
acoustic .session before t urning for 
the remamder of their two hour gig 
to electr ic guitar s. 

They op ened with " Obse rvation 
From A Hill " off thei r Entertainm ent 
LP but then waited a full ten 
m inutes fo r many of t he crowd to 
take their seats. 

The song whic h s tood out above all 
others on the opening session was 
" Normans " from their new LP 
" Anyway " in which Polli Palme~ 
excelled on piano . 

"1'oday,' ' a form er s in gle of t heirs 
was another popular tune with the 
capacity crowd. 

Many of the young people s tood 
in the aisles because the view from 
the cheapest seats-l Os- was poor. 

The band played two othe r t r acks 
from the new LP - " Lives And 
Ladies " and "Holding The Com· 
pass·· which earned Jead singer. 
Roger Chapman generous appla use. 

After a 15 m inute break. Fa mily 
tu rn ed to electric guitars and the 
well known. " Weaver s Answer " was 
the song of the night, with Roger 
Chapman nursing the microphone as 
a mother nurses a baby. 

John Weider and John Whitney 
performances could only have en­
hanced their already g lowing r epu. 
ta tion with br llllan t performances on 
both amplified acoustic a nd electric 
guita r and with Rob Townsend on 
drums in fine fettle, Family left no 
one in doubt that they are a highly 
polished g roup a nd on e of Britain 's 
top bands . 

A fitting fina le to their p erformance 
wa s the Jong!Sh " A Soilg For Me " 
off the a lbum of t he same n ame . 

At the end of i he soiig, the 
Family were given a five minute 
st.anding ovation and despite calls 
of " Mor e, More " from a large sec· 
lion or th e audien ce they d id not 
reappear for e1n en core . -

PHILLIP NIFIELD 


