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“T'M a lff -glrl,} smgs
Joni Mitchell in-a song from
frer fourteenith!_and " latest
album, Dog Eat Dog. Shg has
staying "power, ‘too. In" 1970
Graham Nagh wrote Our
House about™ his.. life. , withy
her, while 'R

still sends owe

her htrthda'm é‘o

her weddirig to

and. musicran Larry em m
1982, -, .

Ma he it's somelm ahout

Canada, but Mitchell, born in
Alberta and raised in Sas-
katchewan, shares a capacity
for survival and change with
her Canadian contemporary
Neil Young. Lately, Young
has headed back to the coun-
try ‘and developed . an
inexplicable  fondness for
Ronald Reagan. Joni' Mitchell
had headed the: oppos:
Her new songs are sophisti-
cated but accessible, and are
the first she's released sinece
her LP° Wild Things Run
Fast thiee years ago. The 3l
reflect varied cultural, secia
and political concerns.

 Neil and I were similarly

affected. by things and yet
had opposite reactions,” she
reminisced, in  London to
promote the album. She was
dressed in a long red cardi-
gan, , dark trousers and a
beret,"appropriate ‘clothes’ for
a woman- committed almost
as muth to painting these
days as ‘She-is to music. ;
“We ‘have s0 much in
common’ — we both come
from the Canadian prairies,
we both had polie” in_‘our
right” leg” and ' our back in
the same epidemic in 1953,
We madé our exodus from
the pralrle to Toronto, which
was ‘' the music city at the
time, - at approximately the
same  age :— he's a little
younger -than I am, We both
ended ‘up.~in’ California,
where 1 introduced” him to
Elliot- Roberts, .who . was my
manager; who became his
manager.” - G0 .

ilown: _song,.
Woodstack, “telebrated the"
hi h tide of hippledom Nash.

Joni the zealot. Pit'ture° Allan 'I‘itmuss

Joni Mitchell used to be a
gigely FoIK singer. Now
her music has moved
closer to jazz. But her
songs. still have a
message. She talks to
Adam Sweeting about
the people who think hexr
music belongs to the
devil.

A song
near

the end

of the
world
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foe. Suitdenly I felt a_respon
sibility, . use it .or lose - it,
Thefe's'a_definite battle go-
ing on here and people’s
rights are at stake, and the
diversity -that .America . al:
ways.. ;promised ..
threateped.” = .ol L
Her i atti tituds: to . mck‘
greatl: acnusadés of the last

iYEHrﬁ':l nirst famine in Ethi-

and rtheid~in South
Afi‘?éa 15“1&935 impassioned,

-antl Smore equivocal. Her

‘ Ethiopia questions the
;the Vest.. treats that
country as a problem “over
there " rather than - aspart
of. a. growing ecological erisis

which:.. threatens to - engulf_

the entire planet. - « ¢
41phifs, to me, ds the issue
of* .unification. "It concerns
everybody, so further isdla-
tion by drawing religious
barriers at a time like this
and creating _ more friction
when we're all in the same
ecological mess seems to me
a ve shoxt-sighted
obsession.” - .

Mitchell . was invited to
contribute to Little Steven's
all-star Sun -City recording,
but declined when she dis-
covered that the original Sun
City lyric singled out her
friend Linda Ronstadt for
having performed in South
Africa.

“I know Linda played
there in_all innocence, being
an apolitical creature who
felt that art should cross any
border. I'm not opposed to
that point of view. I dom’t
see her as having committed
any great crime, and yet
they would , have cruciﬂed
her in this verse, which
tastefully they left out in the

end, ¥'know, 'when we start

with' huntlng'anwng our own
peer groups ..

Stars! of eourse, have t'he.

luxury: -of choice in these
matters.. Joni Mitchell may
go on.tour in 1988, or she
may-‘stay at home and. try

her “hand: at* writing_ short.

storieg.# “ Right now I'm_at
an ‘epic: -part of my life
where’.. T'm  rememberin
thmgs from way back that

mav ‘nnt: rFememher again
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the prairie to Toronto, which
was ‘the music city at the
time, ' at approximately the
same’ age :— he's a little
younger -than I am, We both
ended ‘up.~in’ California,
where I introduced” him to
Elliot- Roberts, .who . was my
manager; who became his
manager.” - D .
Mitechell is far from beinE
the ‘breathless,- giggly fol
singer.-who made her record-
ing debut: in 1968, For 10
years- or more her musie has
owed .as much to jazz as to
rock; Most of all, it hinges

around her singular and per-
sonal conception of melody
and harmony.

“I made a shift into jazz
out of necessity,” she ex-
plained. “I had two choices,
either to continue to play by
myself or to play with jazz
musicians, because rock’n’roll
musicians could not hear the
voicings that I wused. To
them they were weird
chords, they couldn't under-
stand them, and what they
would play against them
would kill off the internal
harmony. .
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_“Finally soreoné said’ to’

me ‘Joan,~it's ‘apparent: that
you'ré- gonna have. to pla
with -jazz rmusieians,! so

started - searching  around in’
the -clubs.. Even- they. found

the musie quirky.”

She. ‘deseribes’ Her ‘muisical

evolution “4s:'“an intuitive
process | *=- idiot-savant,”
phrasés .typical  of - her
oblique

lary.’ When: she talks, it's as
though “lier mind'is shuffling

several possible answers and:
sifting' out- the ‘'most appro-’
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_ - imagination . and
slightly --ornamental vocabu-
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-priate choice, which’ is not

always easy.

-Pressed on the - subject .of
her new song Tax Free, an
alarming - investigation - - of

Y

“America’s right-wing evange-

lists. with -a-spoken narration

by Rod Steiger, Mitchell's de-
scriptive powers are ‘taxed to
v.'a:the utmost. :

*“ Reagan feels that Arma-
geddon is inevitable, and it's

* dangerous when you have a

President who thinks that

, way since he’s the one who
can call for the pushing of

the button. He 'sees - himself

in his personal drama, I
think, increasingly as a reli-

ous leader, and he has pub-
Tie lunches " with some of
these' very .powerful ' evange:
lists, Pat: Roberts and ‘the
760 Club for instance.

“In other words, you have
the church stroking Reagan
and saying ‘ves yes, aren't
they saying nasty things
about you, they must be
communists. Therefore they
threaten both you and me,
Don’t you think we should
silence these communists
from speaking?'” .

. She laughed, high and ner-
vously. * This is my vision. I
get like a zealot. If’s scary to
me because it threatens free-
‘doms of mine.”

She's convinced that rock

music can, .indéed must,

make a -stand against . a

Moral Majority keen .to im-
pose restrietions * “on it
“There's one ‘preacher in
particular who_ beat -into his
congregation;

was the. devil, Why are they
making it an. enemy?  Be-
cause it still has a voice.
Well then, let-it be a: woprthy

that rock'n'roll”

1
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peer groups ... .~

Stars; of eourse;’ have th.e-"-

luxury. -of echoice in these
matters.. Joni Mitchell may
go on.tour—in 1986—er she
may-‘stay at home and. try

her “hand - at * writing_ short

storiedi' “ Right now I'm_at
an ‘epicc -part of my life
where’.. I'm  rememberin
things' ffom way back that
may ‘not, remember again,
and ‘I 'wonder if 10 year§
down ' the line this kind of
thinking will occur again
Perhaps it’s the time to cap
ture-them.”
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