POP SCENE: Cold getsin theway, but Joni Mitchell still sounds great
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By JACK BATTEN

Joni |Mitchell has a cold.
She had it for her Massey
Hall concert last night, which
was, as Yyou've probably

uessed, a sell-out, and it got
in the way from time {o time,
Some notes didn't come out
quite the way she must have
intended them. On ofher pas-
sages, she sounded very na-
sally, and.now .and :then her.

i of steam before-:.
voice ran out of s .. mid-passage, or maybe_ its -

the last bars.

But cold or no cold, Miss -

Mitchelt put on a fine concert,

and there is this especially to -

say about her: I don't know
how she does it, but somehow
she is one folksinger who
manages to sound genteel and
spontaneous at the same time,

As ; she "demonstrated last
night, her voice is refined,

N

Coidfg»ets in the way,

polished and fashionable., Yet
she can give most of her
songs a feeling that they're

being Improvised on the spot,.

as if the thoughts expressed
in the Ilyrics had just that
minute come to her,

Her secret lies partly in her
voice, parlly In the melody
lines she writes, partly in the
way she brings..the two {o-

- gether. She has an.ingenious

way - of - shifting melody. In

mid-note, swooping upwards
or dropping down a few notes
as suddcnli as someone might
fall through a trap door,

1t produces a strange effect,
funny in a way, but invariably
quite clectrifying. That effect
is underlined by -the purity of
her voice, that’ genteel qual-
ity. She suggests that -she Is

always aiming for the perfect
sound, pebbles dropping in a
deep well and that sort of
thing,

. She " gets the sound she
wants most of the time 1oo,
though pure sound docan't al-
ways mean clear words, and
on many of her songs, unless
you happened {o have her rec-
ords memorized, you couldn’t

always make out the lyries, -

But then-maybe that was.her

- cold-at :work, -

As for her repertoire, Miss
Mitchell offered lots of her fa-
vorites, which are by today’s
terms already standards in
the folk world. Carey
“(You're a mean old daddy,
but I like you") came off
beautifully, “illustrating to
perfection that genteel, spon-
taneous talent. Blue sounded
fine in as torchy a veln ag
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Miss Milchell gets. Woodstock
came off more like a Jament
than a celebration in her ver-
'slon, and the one about the
Yellow Taxi Cab sounded
comfortable, like an old
{riend,

There were many others
from her albums, as well as
Some new pieces. Perhaps the
best of the later stuff was one
-called, it T caught it right,
‘Thie-Bajlad .of the Steel Biue
City and- the Swampfire, It
was a serious Song, not sol-

emn, mind you, but serious in

a good way,

And there was another good
hew ane, .Oh Honey You Turn
Me On On The Radio. It was,
a8.you can guess, about disc
I]ockeys and radio music, and
t was alot of fun.-So was the
c?ncert. A good night of mu-
sic,
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