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MORE MITCHELL • • • 

(continued from page 134) mix of it-the little 

sounds that are way in the distance. I put all that 

into the composition, creating a kind of tone poem. 

Nietzsche seemed to recognize himself in the mix 

of sounds, or recognize something, because he 

responded to that track: He singled it out. 

IS: How about El Cafe? 

JM: When I got El Cafe I was married to Larry 

Klein. We went to this place in Kauai called El 

Cafe. It was a Mexican restaurant and we left just 

about closing time. We went out on the stoop 

and there were a couple of dogs prowling around. 

Then Klein said "Look." And I saw the tiniest kitten 

with a lot of attitude, a look that El still has. She was 

four weeks old and runty at that. She'd been 

abandoned by her mother and was IMng out of the· 

dumpster behind El Cafe. She's about fifteen now. 

She is a really smart cat, very light and very circusy. 

IS: What's Mojo's story? 

JM: The little fat one? I rescued him from a pet 

store in New York. He was very, very sick, and 

they made me sign papers that if he died they 

weren't responsible. He's like a dog. He jumps 

into the bathtub with me. 

IS: Last but not least: Pansy. 

JM: Well, I was up in Canada, where I have a little 

house. And on Thanksgiving Day I saw Pansy, 

looking just like the flower. She was a tiny kitten, 

running across a busy highway. She belonged to 

a woman who was an alcoholic, who was on a 

bender. I saw Pansy trying to cross this busy 

highway to visit the dog she used to live with. I ran 

out into traffic, stopped the cars, grabbed the 

kitten. I took her home and discovered that she 

was very ill. She'd eaten something with lung­

worm and had contracted it. I called my vet in L.A. 

and they said that lungworm can be cured in 

sheep. I thought: If you can do it in a cash crop, 

you can do it with a cat. So I nursed her; it took 

about three months to get her well. 

IS: Have all four cats heard the new album? 

JM: Yeah. They seem to like it. It's soothing. They 

think that there would be less road rage if people 

had it on in their cars. 

Joni Mitchell, photographed with her cats El Cafe and Mojo. 

MORE RUDD ••• 

(continued from page 157) DL: Obviously you 

weren't hunting. I could never get with 

shooting things and killing them. 

PR: No, especially in a setting like that. 

DL: Can I ask you a very different kind of 

question? For this entire interview have you 

been nude? 

PR: Not completely. I am wearing a neckerchief, but 

that's about it. It's just so hot here in the desert. 

DL: Good to know. So tell me about your 

upcoming movie of The Great Gatsby. 

PR: It's tentatively scheduled to air on A&E in the 

fall, a joint production with the BBC. 

DL: Which character do you play? 

PR: Nick Carraway. 

DL: Did you ever think. while you were grow­

ing up in Kansas and reading The Gzeat Gats­

by in high school. that you'd play this guy? 

PR: Oh no, I could never have imagined that. I ac­

tually never read the book until I was about 21. 

DL: Were you an acting geek in high school? 

PR: Not really. I didn't see Pippin at age four and 

know what I wanted to do. 

DL: We haven't talked about The Cider House 

Rules. Wasn't it great to be in a movie that 

was up for so many awards? 

PR: I don't believe in awards. I don't believe in the 

Oscars, the Grammys or the Blockbuster awards. 

The Tampy, my friend, is the only award that really 

rings true. When I won mine, I remember stum­

bling behind the podium, drunk out of my gourd, 

and screaming at the audience: "You people 

don't deserve Whorehouse!" Thirty-seven min­

utes later they had to pull me off. 

DL: Speaking of which. we've been going on 

for at least thirty-seven minutes here. 

PR: OK. Thanks for interviewing me. Do you feel 

like you know me more than you ever did? 

DL: No. I've just reconfirmed my suspicions. 

Donal Logue's performance in The Tao of Steve, which will 

be released in August by Sony Classics, won the Special 

Grand Jury Prize for Outstanding Performance at this 

year's Sundance Film Festival. Paul Rudd, photographed 

with Moby the Japanese Gold Koy, wears a jacket and shirt 

by Prada. 
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