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White Wishes, Da

Two views of Joni Mitcheil’s Ming

Mingus of *‘Wednesday
Meeting."* Joni reinforces the
i with the repeated three notes of

sé'

“*God must b’ and the lnldoutllned by the
notes of “'be a boogie."" Instrumentally, the
tune is spare and peﬂ:unin. with Joni
slashing at her guitar and Erskine dropping
bombs. i

The Spirit of Mingus

“A f.‘hllr in the Sky"" evokes not only the
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Joni Mitchell’s new album—her
1 ith—began as a coll wit]

Mingus, who wrote the music for four of the
tunes, and was completed as Joni's personal
tribute to Mingus, who died on January 5,
1979, at the age of 56. She has chosen,

10 evoke the spirit of Mingus within the Ihlu
of her own style, rather than trying to mml:
the sound of Mingus”
acknowledges in the liner notes th
was a difficult but challenging project. | was
trying to’ please ie and still be true to
mysell.”" She has largely succeeded, but the
album presents a challenge Lo the listener as
well—it requires focused concentration, and
will appeal most mou;ly 1o those who are
familiar with Mingus' m:

After recording test scssions with a
number of fine musicians, Joni settled on a
consistent group for the album: Jaco
Pastorius on bass, Wayne Shorter on
soprano sax, Herbie Hancock on electric
piano, Peter Erskine on
congas and Emil Richards
Their phylnlrsm-mﬂmtlulumspwl
Hejira style: stark, spacey, jazz-inflected
textures, with much of the emphasis on the
counterpoint of Joni's voice and Pastorius”
horn-like bass lines. While this music has
frustrated many of Joni's old fans, who
vearn for her folky days, it clearly represents
a more sophisticated artistic maturity. If she

evolving
flﬂlhﬂfmbﬂqm-drmllw_

This sort of defiant dedication charac-
terized the entire career of Charles Mingus,
and it is delightful that he recognized an
affinity with Joni and chosc to write some

debilitating disease, Mingus wrote some of
his sirongesi music mlh:lmy_oﬂnllm'
OF the music written especially for Joni,
three tunes are on the album: ** A Chair in the
Sky,"" ‘“Sweet Sucker Dance’" -nd"'l'l:Dry
Cleaner from Des Moines.”” A fourth

Mingus tune, the classic “Goodbye Pork Pie
Hat," was adapted by Joni 1o close the
album.

The album lqhu with » tape mdh.
done al one last binhday
ceicbrations. lmhem!ma!th.ﬁnh
a dispute about the matter.) Other taped
segments form brief interfudes
the album. Fortunately, they are well chosen
.and brief, serving as windows into the life of

experience.
The first tunc is *'God Must Be a Boogic
Man," and it is Joni's introductory portrait
Mingus” y—the trinity of his

Beneath the Underdog,
“*Hellview from Bellview." I it llk-.lilllr
intellectual shoe-horning to fit the 1yrics

the song into context, it takes none hl!u
music: again brooding and percussive, with
Joni hammering on the open strings of her
guitar and making it sound most uwﬁur
like. Rich in dissonant overtones
punctuated by cerie wolf-howls, the II.I
:]msld:oﬂrmuwudu!lwﬂdm

That mood is i

laughed away—by the cvunmmd

duet of Joni and Charles singing I-'m
‘Waller's “I's A Mﬁuu' ** that opens side
two. Joni's giggle kicks right into **Sweet
Sucker Dance,”” & strong Mingus tune with &
characteristic Joni Mitchell lyric about the
paradoxes of love: ""'We can't live without
it/Why do we go out and get it/Just to turn
around and doubt it." True to the ironic
themes of many of Joni's songs. the song

i u!:bmu:h:mnfham-hwnﬁuh
love—which

. of course, you can't be if you
see yourself as a sucker.

If **Sweet Sucker Dnee”hldhr-inn.
despite its ironies, then “The Dry Cleaner
from Del Moines™ is a Mardi Oras parade
run amok Emhﬂyamudﬂns. *Dry
Cleaner” roars along on a frenctic bass line
punctuated by slam-bang hormn fills. Joni's
lyrics are sharp and funny, the incredulous
observations of an out-of-luck gambler
walching as a '"Midas in a polyester suit™
duuth:pl:"hth:dwhm

Des Moines/Could put a coin/ In the door of
a John/And get twenty for ome/lt's just
luck!" (Whe said there's no such thing as

a0

Afer 4 last, dead-oenter perfect quote
er a4 v -

from Mingus—"l was lucky/"man! God
blessed me, you know! | was blessed by
God!"'—the album closes with a

The album succeeds as a series of *'audio
p.luh.;" (Joni's unn). and as a umique

_“"Sweer Sucker Damce'’ The
Cleaner From Des Moines"', © 1978 by ,

gospek-like ™ " Critw Mudi bindd Jozt o u
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