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Matter i

of Record
——

T for Texas z
By Bart Becker lo
Delbert McClinton, a singer T

and harmonica player, is one of
the few remaining exa of Mg
@ musician with a fairly ident-  thy
fiable regional sound. Most KI
modern music tries to lose it an
accent and "appeal 1o a ho- Te)
mogenous, vaguely national W

taste.

Taj

"~ Delbert MeClinton

Not McClinton. His state is
Texas and, while he minimizes
the country music associated
with the area, he maximizes
the rhythm & blues herilage
with i1s barroom beal. The
music carries a message bul
main purpose, so they say in
n Antonio, 15 o get the
erowd on its feet

Keeper of the lame
o), by its tille, indi-
Clinton. 15 conscious
aboul his role i cultural
preservation, even though the
record uses veleran Los An-

] s instead
ns in the backing band
So this 1s not the rugged, shuf-
fling sound you could hear 10
years ago from an artist like
MeClinton or Doug Sahm. But
is the best thing in this vein
you'll hear today.

Besides several McClinton
onginals (the best two are
“Dear John" songs, “Two More
Bottles of Wine" and “I Re-
ceved A Letter”), the album
revives some good numbers
that were hils in the past
“H gels a fine soul-
ful arr: nt, “I'm Talking

o
pretty good. Only J
Bit” falls short of expectations.

Mitchell meets Mingus

Joni  Mitchell's  Mingus
(Asylum), her muchbally
hooed  collaboration with the
late Jazz bassist and composer.
squite ful and evoea-
tive project

(n some of the numbers she
wrole lyries 1o accompany
Mingus'  music. others are
wholly her compositions. The
approach and instrumentation
are contemporary, of course;
Jaco Pastorius on bass, Herbie
Hancoek on electric piano and
Ms. Mitchell's acoustic guilar
muxed 10 the front,

The amrangements  are
generally quite spare and
haunting, emphasinng the hol-
low reverberation of a plucked
guitar string. The sense of tor-
mented artistry is conveyed,
especially at the end of Side
One with ils wailing, howling
chorus of wolves. Other songs ‘
are more mischievous. Inter-
spersed are smippets of conver-
sation with Mingus.

The last song on the LP 15 a
sort of double  eulogy.
“Goodbye Pork Pie Hat" was
wrilten by Mingus o recall -
fluential saxophonist Lester
Young. Now, with Mingus gone
loo, Il serves as & remem-
brance of him.
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