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Joni Mitchell savors her
ongoing musical adventure

By Grec Kot
CHICAGO TRIBUNE
ack when she was loosening
B her ties to the folk world to
explore jazz and world
music, Joni Mitchell was asked
about her career goals. There was
only one, she replied: “To remain
interested in the music.”

Nearly 20 years after distilling
her artistry to those six well-cho-
sen words, Mitchell ponders
whether she has succeeded.

“It died for me a few years ago,
and Lintended to quit,” Mitchell
replies. “But a few things have
happened to give me a new enthu-
siasm. And then [ began spending
time with my daughter and grand-
son." Last year, Mitchell was
reunited with the child she put up
for adoption 35 years ago, when
the singer was a struggling, if not
starving, young artist. She has no
other children and is

*“I was recording some music
with Wayne Shorter and Herbie
Hancock recently and they were
going on and on about my [vocal]
tone, which was odd because I've
known and worked with
guys for years, so why should it be
different now?" she says. “And the
only thing I can think of is that the
coming of my has
something to my central core. It's
like there was a hole in there that
is fleshed-out now.”

Born in Canada but now living
in California, her home for several
decades, Mitchell, 54, is slowly re-
emerging from a long period of
artistic seclusion. Her career
dates back to her mid-'60s coffee-
house youth, when her finely
honed songs won raves and were
being covered by performers such

with Mitchell’s “Both Sides Now")
and Tom Rush (“The Circle
(Game"). Mitchell and her raptur-
‘ous multi-octave voice invaded
the national consciousness with
indelible songs such as “Big
Yellow Taxi,” “Help Me" and
“Free Man in Paris.”
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Joni Mitchell has experienced
music since reconciliation with

her daughter, Kilauren Gibb, below.
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why she made such a big impres-
sion on me and a whole of
other women who wére picking up
guitars.”

Mitchell could easily have par-
layed her penchant for
introspective lyries and
memorable folk melodies into a
career like James Taylor’s, by
creating variations on a success-
ful formula that caters to a huge,
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Anew album, “Taming the
Tiger,” due out Sept. 20, reflects
that enthusiasm. It is a lush,
haunting work: “Stay in Touch”

corporates a sample
‘Taxi" into her recent
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