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A Tribute Evening Honouring 

Mrs. Jeanne &. Hon Peter Lougheed 

lVlarch 10, 2007 
Dance on ,lIj adop san elegant Cinderella theme and features a special performance 

by Aloerta Ba llet, tri butes, afew "shoe-prises", and a lively dinner-dance that 
Includes participation in the renowned Alberta Ballet Dance Competition. 
Tickets now available. For more information please visit albertaballet:com 

Jean Grand-Maitre approached 
me with a selection of my 
songs, which he wanted to 
choreograph and present as 
a ballet, tentatively entitled 
Dancing Joni. He came to visit me, 
and invited my participation, just as I was 
preparing a mixed-media show of 64 large 

canvases - triptychs - depicting various 
wars and revolutions, The images had been 
collected from a dying flat screen TV and 
were a combination of dramatizations and 
documentary images - the dominating 
colours being green and pink - an odd 
palate for depiding death and destrudion. 
Marching through the canvases are a chorus 

line of green flag bearin g girls, 

When Jean saw the images he wished to 
include them in the ;:> resentation. I suggested 
that I prepare a selection of songs that would 
be more compat ible with the war images. 
We worked together hrough technical and 

budget limitations and came up with a ballet 
entitled The fiddle and The Drum. I designed 
and prepared an accompanying installation 
of the art, which would be suspended over 
the dancers. 

I've included two new songs in the ballet 
but most of the material comes from an 

album called Dog Eat Dog, which was 

poorly received in the '80s, and was almost 
immediately repressed for more than 20 

years. The set also includes two poems, 
which I set to music but did not write. 
One is Rudyard Kipling's If, and the other 
a song I call Slouching Toward Bethlehem, 

which was adapted from the Yates' poem 

The Second Coming. 

With our situation for all earthlings - man 

and animals - becoming so dire, I felt that it 
was frivolous to present a lighter fare - like 
"fiddling while Rome burned". 

JON! MITCHELL, Songwriter 
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