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: Sha sings of clouds and hissing summer lawna. Hes
avorite color is green, a soft shade of green, and hef
Mabby . painting. napired by Picasso She taxes deautiful
photographs. defying all rules, coming up with deloale
mages in Maiting colors, which she then AL I TIPOS0s

Create new pictures. raminiscen| of hed paintings

Joni Mitchedl i3 a very special iady of many talenis
The words 1o her songs are not just thal — words — but
poatry, strong, haunting 1-1 sometimes vaguely dis
turbing. Her songs are actually musical posma o much
a0, that a critic In & recont riview al hes latest aibum

advises his readers to “read the album first, then | igten
sam|

o it Joni has reached an awe-Inspi ng
goddess” status in the mus < world Shrouded in Mys
ares people a

tenas -'rc-l.'eun\“ rarely visibla, she 8C

ttia. Is there a mngwmmulmn"w' thare is

it

| mat Joni las! summer while she was working on the

Lawns™ aibum. She s very much alive, loves 10 talk
to laugh, 10 sleep late in the mormnings and work all
night. She is a truenightbird. Henry Lewy, the sound
technician, who has been with her for years. knows that
she naver stops before 3 am. when they are recording
Jonl Is inlense and knows what she wants and she
doesn't relax until she gets il Maybe being & Scorpia
has something 1o do with it?
We are watching her through the soundproof glass
window of the recording room. She is alone on the other

~
side, singeng inlo l'l'll-"ruphl.“ﬂe ayasd -:Jam moving Lo
the bea! of 'he muaic, looking fragfe underneath over
sized ear-phones. “Let’s do that again™ she says and
turns 1o @ piano by her side, trying out & few soun
pinations, then singing them. Joni is doing all the voic
on the aibum sometimes three and four overdubs on a
cartam part of a song

Then she comes in 1o listen 1o the track, concantrated
sippeng a e red wine from a styrofoam cup, taking a
puft from a cigarette, putting her head logether with
Hanry's to discuss a technical Jetail

There is @ knock on the door and in walks George
Harrison, who is recording in the studio next door (iU's
the ABM studic complex on La Brea Avenus in Hoily
wood]. 1 just wanted 10 Say hellc” he says and then a
strangs thing happens. Joni is suddenly shy and this
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) be catohing G
They smile at pach

of invites Mher 0
ne tanl cut belore N exi 12 Whal
happanad? Were they I awd ol each 'IF«: Ny
alsé In the room aasx anything And becenss :‘crll -
sohare was 80 strange. | diin't even dare nak 0 -!"h’ :
photo of tha two Which | regrel now, looking Dad
might have broken tha speil
The naxt day Jonl invites me 0 rir hoLse ' Bel Alre. 1Ty
a dream house Spaniah shyh Overiooking Los Angeies,
with & big dark-Dive pool fiowers and plania evérywhan
Chinese Paped-dragon-fish hang by the doars, mowing
fightly in the breaze and real gqoldfish swim in a pond
with ulw s Muhammad Al the small white Pem’n
cal, Is ¢ g the edge of tha pordl. ¢ raning Ms neck
He got hia '\al“e because he |3 always boxing the
flowers” Jonl axplaing, then calls oyl “Hey. el away
from thare, OF you 0 fall n JIQ.IF'\‘ We had 10 ligh mim
out las! week | wONOR 1 ity really the recoodns who
decimatle my lah population she Muses. Jom I8
proud to show me something she has learned from a
Chinase man she lurns a littlie wheel of Dells, standing
by the side o! the pond and all the fish I ataly
congregate. “it's sob really thelr leeding time now but |
can't disappoint tham,” she says as she sprinkies some
food into the waler

We wander through the garcen
few lamons off hay tree—and down 10 tha swimim
pool, which pertectly refelects Nhouse and shy, &l whité
and blue

Jonl, who grew up in tha foothilis of the Canadlan
Rockies, thinks thal this will now De her parmanent ROMe
“It nothing happens she smiles Hav second Rousd
is In Canada, hidden away by a lovely seciuded bay
bul featuring evary comiort maginabie. Her hide-oul
she personally helped build It and suparvised the con
struction and Interior decorstion Lady of many talents,
indeed

When she talks about her lile
again: “When | was two fesl above the ground, | collecied
grass and cats. When | was three teé! above, | drew
animals and fores! lires. One fool latar | discovel pd DOVE
and bicycles. When | was live feat, | came 0 KNOW
rock'nroll and began to sing the Top Tea of the Hit
parade and vulgar mililary songs arou i camplires
Mitas Davis appeared in my fleld of vision and later many
others. including Bobd Dylan. Churchc hoir, plano |8880NS,
art studies, a marriage, runs in my stockings and aiways
romance—tha! was my lifa. Exireme temperatures and

mirages
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Wowas MaETROY Papdyly urranbiciet Ygl DUt gy h
arw lirmly planteu on the grossd of ity 4 haed 1o
plano lessons, whan | wad & Ao remininee "
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By ear and tolally withou! & Eyniem” wihod sy o
e PReNOMSnon hal e Cowid Py w““
who had tunad Thr Al mnls BCOTding to
tonal methods, Coulin't play with. has - -‘
later that | finally learnad how (0 vad MR Wy gue
leansd e cokory, | pain! il magge .
creale A Jon saplena she -“~
Do ragpenings  olbnly,
wigged A savies Of 'n”.;q whan | Wi th‘
write & song lor an album, 1w s arownd with ““
said wige open, lowafy B4 on recephon \.“.‘.
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We are
pretty purple-pink plossoms SO wibe o0 al -
dangiing el gs I'd liks 2 w1t g M ‘.w |
Hme = ahe says as vounger | ued ”m.‘
tairy lales About | m Eaile eal, iof
wheoe fantasy v reaiity DOr o) N BECT O ’-
antrasts. | gsad o Do Mo AU S NTTIOUR, WO
oyt now | live it and with reality 0 V908 someg ‘.
tha Vilkage (JomM g oo Yol n Nvw YOrk)
thal | would o Gay be vory Tmmous. | Thaugh ™ |
wanted o be nca 0 na | Ihanged N Dut et i
a wrd " She laughs Moarwhile Ty Mg .‘“
re-crgnted taell Mound 0ne conter TUsC 1 1B g

and around me, always souldn 1 even Naved

detect a wistful knot i e vore 1) DeCaee A wowiy

interters with My work

She doesn | say anyinng for 4 momenst. playing with
1ha |t Daads 3he has worked o & Wi vesl I
and grevs. repieaenting the beach and tha itte Wegs
you ancountar on it dotties, shells slonas
Theve are 50 Many wWNgs 85 yal uvwrithen
Her boyfriend John Guerin (who plays druma B Toe
Scoit's band) appears and lovingly pubs an gem woust
|, leading her away “Encugh taik™ he sayd “we
romised Me & revanche game ol backgammen) Than
we'll have a nice cazy dinner batere | lad you go Deokie
the sludio.™ He winks &t me. “She is 30 m
thal she somelimes likes a
! strong hang'
AOthing, Cuddies up 1D hm and smiles. hhﬂu —
a,: thay sil down at the backgammon \abie In Teant :
tha Franch window in the living room any Juhn mskes o
i " y
the first cast of the die -




